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BAZO-Palestine Solidarity Objectives 

' The organisation opposes international Zionism in all of its 
manifestations as racialist ideology, especially the Zionist state 

entity. 


rganisation particularly opposes Zionism in Britain. 


The organisation campaigns for a Unitary, Democratic Secular State 
all of Palestine with equal obligations and rights for all its citizens 
irrespective of their racial origin and religious bel ef, as proposed by 

the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). 


The organisation supports the struggle 


attainment 


The organisation supports the struggle of the Palestinian People as 
part of the world National Liberation Movement against Zionism and 
Imperialism for its right to self-determination in its entire homeland 
and believes that the exercise of this right is the only correct step 
towards the creation of the Unitary, Democratic, Secular Sate in 

all of Palestine. 
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Palestine Background Paper No.l 


WHO ARE THE PALESTINIANS? 
- 3 . pro fils of <3 n&tion 










Much of Zionist and Israeli propaganda is based on the 
that Palestine was an uncultivated j. an a Without people. 

* i ^ 


The miracle of Zionis 




thus the myth continues, is that it 


has developed a state with modern technology, and ’turned 


the desert into green fields 


In the Sunday Times , 15th 


June, 1969, Mrs Golda Meir, the Israeli Premier, then 

'There was no such thing as Palestinians. 


declared: 


It 


was not as though there was a Palestinian people, 


and we 


came 


out and took their country i them. 


They did not exist’. 


almost half 




Today thsrs ai*© ov©i* thr6G million Palestinians • 
n-F thf> Palestinian community now live in exile, while the 


remainder are under Israeli occupation 
State of Israel 


340,000 live in the 


pre- 1967 borders), while a further 
670 000 live under Israeli occupation on the West Bank, and 
340,000 are also under occupation in the Gaza Strip. 


The presence of the Palestinian people can be traced back 

^ » -i + j * _ * 


into history. 


The name Palestine came from 'Philistia' 


This was the land of the biblical Philistines, or People of 



















































































































1.2 


the Sea, who occupied the southern coastal area in the 12th 


century BC. 


examining human remains find 


50,000 years ago the Palestinians were of mixed racial 


stock 


from the 4th millenium BC until 900 BC the 


predominant native stock were the Canaanites. 


Towns like Jericho, Megiddo and Beth-Shan were centres of 
civilisation in Palestine in the early Bronze Age. By the 

middle Bronze Age new practices linked the people in Palestine 
with the civilisation of Phoenicia. 


Tne History oi Palestine is long, and the conflicts centred 

in the area are many, and of little relevance to the present 

conflict in Palestine, apart from to point out that amongst 

the invaders of Palestine were the Hebrews. The Kingdom of 

Israel lasted in Palestine for a mere two hundred years, 

though Jews livec in Palestine from the original invasion of 

the land, enjoying their religious rights with the Christians 
and Muslims. 


community was not Hebrew (or Israelite to use an alternative 
term which also describes the same community). 


inant 


In contemporary times, at the time of the Balfour Declaration 


community 


in 1917, 
cent. 

about 700,000 inhabitants. 


ere 8 per 


I h !l! 0tal P°P ulation of Palestine in that year was 

Of these 644,000 were Arabs 


(574,000 Muslim, 70,000 Christian) and 56,000 Jews 


In 1922 the census showi 
590,000 Muslims, 83,79 
9,474 others. 


: total population 757,182: 

Jews, 73,014 Christians, 


In 1931 a second census was 
554,000 Jews.| and 32,000 o 


1,746,000: 
ers. 


1,179,000 Arabs, 


It can be seen from these figures that even when the Jewish 

state was proposed in the United Nations partition plan, there 

was no Jewish majority, let alone a Zionist majority, in 
Palestine. 
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Not only was Palestine inhabited by a people, but it was 
being farmed, and its economy developing 


Palestine lies 


within the Fertile Crescent - hardly justifying the Zionist 


yth of desertland. 


For centuries Palestine had been known 


for its citrus fruit. Trade with the world left from ports 
along the Mediterranean coast such as aifa and Jaffa. 


Reports from the crusaders confin 


development in Palestine 
Jerusalem (1897) reports: 


agricultural 
n The Latin 


’The hills of Palestine were 


covered with brushwood, the plains of Caesarea dotted w; u 
oak. In the more open lands, wheav and bailey, oats, indian 

corn, durrah, 
grown. Cottc 


illet, lentils, 


sesame 


ax 


plains and in the Jordan valley. 


Madder grew at Tripoli and 


Damascus. The flax of Nablus was as good as that of Egypt 


In fact Jewish management of Palestinian estates was far from 


the success that Zionists clai 


Ml * 


Sir Moses Montefiore, a 


Zionist colonialist, purchased a thriving orchard of 1407 
trees producing a wide range of fruits - sixteen in fact - 
but only a few years later, in 1875, the total had decreased 
to only 900 trees. 'Knowing that similar gardens and fields 
in possession of the natives are very profitable, he (Sir 
Moses) was rather surprised at the result', wrote his biographer 


During the 19th and early twentieth century, Palestine began 
to develop with increasing trade, and hospitals and schools 
increased. But basically the Palestinians indulged in local 
crafts and peasant work on the land. 


The struggle of the Palestinians is long, and it is wrong to 
believe that revolution in Palestine is a new development. 
Palestine, for centuries, has been under colonial rule, of 
which the Israeli occupation is merely the latest. 

Nationalist movements began to emerge in the early years of 
this century, and by 1916 the British Government had promised 
self-determination to Palestine and other Arab communities in 
return for support in the First World War. 


Entering the war in 1916, the Arabs occupied the strategic 
town of Aqaba on 6th July, and occupied the energies of the 
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Turkish forces in Medina during the whole period of the war. 
T It was the Arabs almost entirely who wiped out the Fourth 
(Turkish) Army, the still intact force that might have barred 
the way to final victory 1 , wrote Captain Liddell Hart, chief 
military commentator with the Allied Forces. Ye that pledge 
of independence to the Arabs was betrayed one year later when 
the British Government issued the Balfour Declaration offering 


a Jewish Home in Palestine to the Zionist movement in Europe. 


an 


Palestine then 


under 


euphamistically termed the 


Mandate 


The Palestinians launched appeals, protests, arguments and 
demonstrations urging the British government to respect Arab 


rights in Palestine. But with the London Government closely 
allied to and in luenced by the Zionists in Europe, the anger 
of the Palestinians flared into the first countrywide demonstration 
in April 1920; a second in May 1921; a third in August 1929, and 
between 1936 and 1939 an all-out revolution developed which was 


preceded by a six-month general strike. 


ic life of the country, and 
British efforts to crush the strike increased the determination 
of the Palestinians. 


British attitudes towaras the Palestinians and the Zionists 
swayed from time to time; from open support and collaboration 
with the Zionists to efforts to frustrate the Zionists 1 activities 


in Palestine. 


Never could it be said that the British ever 


attempted to stop the Zionist occupation of Palestine or assist 
the Palestinians to resist the occupation. 


Strict measures were taken by the British against both Palestinians 


and Zionist militants on occasions. 


But while a Jewish Brigade 


was formed under the command of the British Army, no equivalent 
was established for the Palestinians; those who joined the Jewish 
Brigade were underground Zionist terrorists later to attack both 


the British and Palestinians alike. 


As education improved in 


Palestine during the early part of the century, and with the 
growing threat of Zionism, nationalist consciousness grew amongst 
the Palestinian Arabs, and their protests became more articulate. 

































































































While protests were expressed through political channels and 
demonstrations and strikes, the increasing consciousness was 
also expressed through cultural activities. A number of 
literary clubs were established during the Mandate period. 

The first were inaugurated in the early twenties when three 

were opened in Jerusalem, two in Nablus, one in Acre and one 

■ 

in Jaffa. By the end of the Mandate every major town had one 
or two such clubs, wit# membership ranging from between 3,000 
in the case of the Arab Club of Nablus, which sponsored the 
Palestine Arab Party during the thirties, and about 100 as in 
the case of the Literary Arabic Club of Beersheba. Clearly 
under the limitations imposed by the Mandate authorities, these 
cultural clubs had strong political interests. 


During the last two decades of the Mandate, the Palestinian press 
was becoming increasing y important as a medium for political 
writing. Newspapers in Palestine dated back to 1908 when three 
appeared at the same time: al -Asma 1 i, al-Quds (i.e. Jerusalem) 


and al~Nafa'is al-Ariya (Modern Treasures). 


Three years later 


the long-lived Filastin (Palestine was established as a 


semi-weekly. 


Two others appeared in 1913: al-Maahal (The 


Spring) and al-Munadi (The Caller). 
all had disappeared, except Filastin . 


By the end of the twenties 
Their political line was 


nationalist, demanding independence and self-determination for 
Palestine. 








Other newspapers appeared during the Mandate. 


The most imp or t an t 


was the Jerusalem Review which appeared in 1932 as an organ for 
a group of Arab intellectuals who advocated immediate Arab unity 
as a means of containing the Zionist threat to Palestine. This 
paper was suppressed by the Mandate authorities and was closed 


down during the Palestine revolt of 1936. 


The Palestine Communist 


Party journal al-Munabbih appeared in the late twenties, and was 
replaced after two years by a monthly Jla- al-Amam (Forward). 

state, with the Jews playing a role 



Ls advocated a Palest* 



in it proportionate to their numbers in the country, 
important was al-Ittihad (Unity) founded in 1934. 


le most 


The different papers allied themselves with various political 
trends and movements throughout the Mandate period, and played a 
vital role in the political development of the country. 


In 1946 


the circulation of 



was 9,000 copies daily, n a total 


population of 1,200,000 people. 


An equivalent circulation to 








































































the Guardian today in Britain; hardly possible in a land 
without people! 


In Palestine immediately prior to Israels establishment there 

existed some 475 villages and towns scattered throughout the 

land. Today, only 90 of those villages remain; the other 385 

have been totally raze to the ground by the Zionist settlers, 

according to a report published in early 1973 by the Israeli 

League for Human and Civil Rights (see Free Palestine, April, 
1973). 


An industrious people in their own homeland 


today in exile are no less energetic. 

Palestinian High-level Manpower showed: 
university students compares well with the number 


ini axis 


A recent survey on 
The number of Palestinian 


university 


Research indicated that over 4,000 

annually, compared to 3,132 Israeli 


students (1966 figures); the rate of growth in the number of 


the ratio of higher level 


than 


anpower and 


Lebanon); 
teachers. 


an university students to the total Palestinian populatio 
than the ratio for any Arab country (including Egypt and 
half the university educated Palestinians work as 


Teaching, engineering, 
t important profession 


an age 


ledicine represent 


ans 


national self-preservation. 


means 


an exiled community 


Palestinian 


opportunity 


Lobile professions, 


and 


'back in the camps' 


Many young Palestinians today believe strongly that their education 

is an integral part of the Palestinian revolution. Education 

widens the possibilities for liberation, and lessens the technology 

gap between the Arab community of Palestine and the European 

settlers who have occupied that land and established the state of 
Israel. 
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Palestine Background Paper No. 1 (Appendix) 


HOW MANY PALESTINIANS? 


THE STATISTICS 


many Palestinian Arab refugees 


said the Jewish Chronicle last year in an 
that the 'best informe ' 

2,360,000'. 


UNRWA 


at 1,540,694 refugees on aid, 


'are grossly inflated', 


Zionist 


H owe ver, 


O ganisat 


some very searching research during recent years, covering the 


world to trace Palestinian ex: les. 


From this, and other sources 


sue/ as Arab govemmen statistics for Palestinian 
Free Palestine publishes the figures below: 


The 



inimum 


figure for the Palestinian population is. 


Transjordan 

West Bank 

Gaza 

Israel 

Lebanon 

Syria 

Kuwait 

Egypt 

Iraq 

The Gulf 
Libya 

Saudi Arabia 
USA 

Latin America 
Europe 




956,000 
705,000 
370,000 
400,000 
250,000 
180,000 
140,000 
33,000 
14,000 
15,000 
5,000 
20,000 
7,000 
5,000 
150,000 


Total estimated Palestinian population 3,260,000 


UNRWA records show 1,540,694 Palestinians receiving aid and 
shelter from the agency, which accounts for only half the 
Palestinians. The others have been absorbed into the Arab 
states, or settled in exile throughout the world. 
















































































Background 



THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANISATION 
- Voice of the Palestinian People 


Summit 


and 


Organ 


UN 


representative of the Palestinian people. At the 
Assembly and at the more recent OAU Summit in Kampala, as at 
previous con Terences of the Arab and non-aligned states, the 
Chairman of the PLO Executive, Yasser Arafat, is afforded the 
status of Head of State. 




Organ 


embraces a 


range of responsibilities generally assumed by a nation’s 


govern 


The PLO Executive acts as a 


Cabinet, directing the day to day activities within the 
Palestinian community: : 


inance and 


act ivities, 


and 


and planning, military strategy and 


c omm an do 


g, political 
information, research 
ns. Within the 
anisations, and 


groups representing an sectors or the Palestinian community 
from students to lawyers, and from women’s groups to doctors 


The PLO was formed in 1963, following a decision by the Arab 
League to support a Palestinian political entity which could 
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2.2 


inxan 


__ _ _ people. Initially, 

however, the PLO assumed a 'low profile' in Palestinian affairs, 

r 


with the control largely held by the Arab League. 


ans 


were determined that the 


an 


the restrictions of the Arab states. 


*nt movement, free from 
It was as a result o 

this feeling that A1 Fatah was formed and launched its first 
mi1itary operation against the Israelis on January 1st 1965. 
The name, A1 Fatah, is an acrostic taken from the initials, 
backwards, of Harakat al Tahir al Filistini (F-T-H), the 
Palestine Liberation Movement, 


read 


J une 


resistance 


an do 


operations by Palestinian comi 
Palestine, and although the Israelis preferred to deny the 
importance of these activities, the Zionists later admitted that 


imme 


June 


justified troop reinforcements along the ceasefire 


lines with neighbouring Arab states. 


It was the lJune War which brought the PLO - with its military 


wing, the Palestine Liberation Army - 
into closer alliance. During the 


and other commando 


June War, PLA un 


June 


in active combat with Israeli forces in Gaza. The 
the emergence of a strong Palestinian determination to wage 


a 


national 


and 


foundations for closer uni 


an 


Karameh in March 1968, an 


Jordan 


East Bank was met and confronted by Palestinian commando units 
of Al Fatah. The Battle of Karameh proved to be a major event 


inxan 


The Israeli 


and humiliation at Karameh provided the Palestinian 


commandos with credibilit 
thousands of new recruits 


and Al Fatah and 


The 


recognising 


ancy of the Palestinians, decided a few months later to elect 
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a new leadership, and representation within the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) was enlarged to include various sectors 
of the Palestinian community, including two of the commando 
groups - A1 Fatah and A1 Saika. 


tance 


anning am 


building ties with Arab governments 

-fU ■ „ _i_ _ , 


Later, inis work expanded as support for the Palestinian 

first 


came 


further afield. 


China had been i 



co tint ry 


but this was soon followed by an increasing number of social: 

onrl r> _n 1 ■! ^ .J _ j_j__ 


gned 


f 

st 


lan 


and 


in exile, the refugees, became more closely associated with the 

X*© S X S t 311 CG mov GTHGT1 f", . A "f An nri^ mtT n '**»«*»» A -C__ t i * 


the PLO. 


range of complex demands 


ans needed schooling: and 


universit 


families whose breadwinner had been 


finane 


commanaos injured in action and ordinary civilians 
required medical treatment: and research was need 


qualifications 


an 


and 


Various agencies were formed or brought into the body of the 

I m I Mm 111 ■ ^ t • - — _ __ 


PLO. 
hospitals, and 
clinics; pens 


and modern 


an 


and 


and schools 


publish books related to the conflict 


ent UN fi: 
undertake 


term 


Planning Centre 


viab lity 


campaigns, and 


an state and 


the Palestinian people, in addition to reviewing the military 
strategy of the resistance movement. 


Meanwhile, a major task of the PLO Executive was to establish 


uni 


,y oetween the various resistance groups. Today all 
the major groups are represented within the PLO, despite some 
major political differences. The ability of the PLO to weld 
such diverse politica groups is considered to be a major factor 

* J. ^ ^ * 41 « m m * 


ans 


an 



































































































Palestine Background Paper No,3 


THE PALESTINE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
- the Palestinian's parliament-in-exile 


co nmiun 1 


i n t o 


direct decision making within the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
through the Palestine National Council (PNC) whose 178 members 
meet at least once a year to consider the policy and strategy of 
the PLO. Representation is broadly based to include not only 


rganisati 


ideologies, 


ans, representatives 


camps and communi 


East, occupied Palestine, and beyond, as well as representatives 
of various specialist groups: students, lawyers, 


doctors, women, 


uni 


and 


As recognition of the PLO as the sole representative increases 
within the international community, so the PLO has attempted to 
ensure chat the movement itself is more representative of all 
the people of Palestine. 


The secular 
at the June 


f the Palestinian movement was underl 
eeting when a Christian clergyman was 


included amongst those elected to the PLO Executive Committee. 

He was the Rev. Ilya Khoury, an Anglican minister who headed his 
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3.2 


deported him in 1968. 


unt 


He later told reporters: 1 he pulpit 


want 


tern 


only a Muslim question, 


an 


In fact Christians are prominent within the Palestinian movement: 

Habash, leader of the Popular Front for the Liberation 


George 


Democrat 


Front for the Liberation of Palestine are both from Christian 


families, as waslKamal Nasser — 


unt 


an 


The Rev. Khoury is married to Carnal Nasser's sister. 


Also at the 1975 PNC 



convened in Cairo, the Palestinians 


strategy for liberation and 
Earlier PNC meetings in 1Q7 


programme 


and 1971 had set cown 


ans 


embracing Muslims, Jews and Christians (see background paper no. 


5) . 


The political programme adopted by the PNC recognised ’the 

X ■__ ___ _ _ * 1 T * • « » — 


and 


all their national rights, foremost of which is their rieht to 
retun, and determine their fate on all their nation^ «oU'. 


summary, and 


programme, included the following (text below is 


1. 


The assertion of the PLO posi 



regarding Resolution 242 


and 


and 


a refugee proble 


Therefore, dealing with this resolution on this basis is rejected 


any Arab level and any internat 
Geneva conference. 


2 . 


The PLO will struggle by every means, the foremost of whi 


armed 


onnl 



an land and 


independent and fighting authority on every 


























































































an 


This requires 


making 


changes in the balan 


an 


3. 


plan 


a 


Palestinian entity, the price of which is recognition, conciliation 
secure borders, renunciation of our national right, 


and 


return and 


fate. 


4, Any liberation step that is achieved constitutes a step 
towards continuing the efforts to achieve the PLO goal for the 
establishment of a Palestinian democratic state. 

5. The PLO will struggle with Jordanian national forces for the 
establishment of a Jordanian-Palestinian national front whose aim 
is the creation of a national democratic government in Jordan 

a government which will cohere with the Palestinian entity to be 
established as the result of struggle. 


6 . 


un 


the two peoples and among all Arab liberation forces which agree 
on this programme. 


7. 


In the light of this programme the PLO will struggle to 


un 


and 


8. The Palestinian national author ty (i.e. on any territory 
from which Israel withdraws) after its establishment, will struggle 
for the unity of the confrontation states for the sake of 
completing the liberation of all Palestinian soil. 

9. The PLO will seek to strengthen its solidarity with the 
socialist countries and the world forces of liberation and progress 


10. The Revolution Command will work out the tactics that serve 
and lead to the achievement of these aims. 














































































































3.4 



A further recommendation mandated the Executi 
call an emergency session of the Palestine National Council 



in 



the event of major decisions being necessary - a 
possible participation n the Geneva talks, or establishing 
Palestinian sovereignty of newly liberated territory. 


ce to 


;ement was approved overwhelmingly on the last 
*il meeting. The statement said that since the 
previous PNC meeting, held from 3rd to 12th January 1973, * The 


Coun 


[portant and 


and 

War, 


the 


ost prominent of which was the October 
and its results whi p.h Rtrp-nathpn tho and role o 



an d 


enemy * , 


continues• In the wake of this, a sharp contradiction 
emerged, between the Arab liberation movement and the enemies of 
or Arab nation, who are trying to bypass the achievements of the 
October War and to impose a political settlement at the expense of 
our Palestinian people*s rights and jeopardise their future struggle*, 


ihe mo rement of our peop1e as sumed important and new dimensions 
in confronting the enemy, by escalating the political and military 
struggle, especially after the bases of the Palestinian National 
Front expanded in the occupied territories, and after the PLO 


Command 


oves, resulting in the wide-scale 


international recognition of the PLO as the only legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people*, it continued* 


Five points we 
priorities for 


included within the political 
the movement (summarised below) 


statement as 


1* Achieving the aims of the Palestine revolution by promoting 
Palestinian national unity, and also unity between those in exile 

lose living under occupation, and reinforcing the Palestine 
N a t i on a 1 F ron t in s i de the occupied t e r r i tor:, es, 


• Establishing greater cohesion between the Palestinian struggle 

and the Arab struggle, and co-ordination of Arab regimes 1 to place 

them face to face with their responsibilities towards the cause 
of our Palestinian people 1 . 



























































3,5 


3 


countries and 


and 


of our people requires further efforts to achieve stronger 


cohesion e 


4. 


Lebanese 


an 


form 


is eager to ^ ~j ~ « _ 

of existing relations between the Lebanese ana 

peoples^ out Of the Palestinian’s concern for the ner- 

preserve the peace and security of Lebanon, requires con; 

and strong support by all the Arab countries. 


tant 


5 


Council 


rnment 


and 


and 


wants 


world Jewry to occupied Palestine; this contributes to the 

_ aA. f# K- 1 . i I I - - ^V 1 ™! 


tablishment 


expans 


and 

and 






















































































Palestine Background Paper No,4 


PALESTINIAN RIGHTS: THE INTERNATIONAL DEFINITION 


Frequent reference is made to the legitimate rights of the 


ans 


What are these rights and 


defined? 


Though it has only been in recent years that 


recognition of the Palestinians rights has been accepted by 


mments within the international communi 


fundamental 


defined by the United Nations for almost a quarter of a century* 


homeland, the ri 




and 


independence , and 


compensation from the Israeli authorities* 


More recently it has been recognised that to achieve these rights 
the Palestinians further have the right to adopt armed liberation 
struggle against those who deny the Palestinian people these 
legitimate rights. 


The 



of this article will be to examine this international 


consensus, which has been built up over recent years, by 
investigating what the United Nations, as the international forum 



Palestinian rights. The United Nations General Assembly and 
Security Council have passed several resolutions on the subject 
n the last quarter of a century. Some of these are striking for 


































































































































unanimity of intern 



attract. 


ample, the resolution guaranteeing the right of the 


ans to return 


numbers 


Palestine that became Israel in 1948, 
supporters not merely the friends of the Arab world, but also 

the United States, Israel's main ally. 


The Partition Proposal of 1947 . 

The origins of the United Nations' definition of Palestinian 
rights can be traced, ironically, to the General Assembly 

ution 181 of November 29, 1947, which laid the foundations 



of the state of Israel by providing for the partition of 


Palestine. 


rms 


Palestinian 


the resolution 

ost 


basic of internationally recognised rights: the right of a people 


to self- 



ination. It carved out of the larger part of the 


territory of Palestine a Jewish state without reference to the 
Palestinians’ repeated demand for the maintenance of the integrity 


of their country, and for its independence within its consti 
boundaries. The Jews, in minority of less than one-third, 
owning less than seven per cent of the total land area, were 
allotted 56 per cent of that area. 


and 


Nevertheless, the partition plan specified a number of right 

the Arabs of the Jewish state (a 'minority' of virtually 



50 per cent prior to their mass eviction) which have long since 
partially or completely been suppressed by the Israeli state. 
The Arabs were to retain their rights to live in their homes, 
towns and villages; they were not to be discriminated against; 

their 'adequate primary 
and their property was J 
public purposes. 


and 


was to he ensured 


The resolution's articles include the stipulation that: 


'No discrimination of any kind shall be made between 
the inhabitants on the ground of race, religion, 
language or sex’. 


(Article 2) 
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*The state shall ensure adequate primary education 
for the Arab and Jewish minority, 2 respectively, 


own 


language and its cultural traditions 


? 


& 


(Article 8) 


an 


and 


the City of Jerusalem, as well as Arabs 
wl o, not holding Palestinian citizenship, reside in 
Palestine outside the City of Jerusalem, upon the 
recognition of independence, become citizens of the 
state in which they are resident and enjoy full 
civil and political rights'. 5 

(Chapter 3, Article 1) 


an Arabs in exile (and 


who remained behind) since 1948 nave not enjoyed their 'legitimate 


rights' is 
principles 


underlined 
laid down 


comparison between the 


Israel’s 'international franchise’ - and 


mians 


The Palestinians were intended 


to be treated on a par with Jews in the area occupied by the 
Jewish s,tate; the majority were instead dispossessed 


and 


homeland 


The minority remaining in Israel have 
seen a substantial portion of their property confiscated and 
turned over to neighbouring Jewish settlements. 6 The 
discrimination practised against them in Israel is exemplified 
by Israeli official statistics on education which show their 
progress to have been worse not merely than that of Jews in 
Israel, but than that of Palestinians in the neighbouring Arab 
states that are less developed than Israel. 7 


The Right of Return 


In reacting to the impact of 





. I 


1948 war on the area, the United 


Nations resorted to treating the Palestinians, now refugees, as 


an economic and humanit 


than 


This was a reflection of the virtual conflict after Palestine 


had been divided between Israel 


antly) and Jordan. 


Nevertheless, there was no doubt in the international arena that 


an 
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4.4 


areas occupied by Israel were permitted the ight to 


This principle was first embodied in General 
Assembly resolution 194 (III) of December 11, 1948, which set 
the duties of the Commission, established in paragraph 11 

that the General Assembly: 


Resolves that the refugees wishing to return to their homes 

* k i <4 


and 



with their neighbours would be permittee to 
do so at the earliest practicable date, and that compensation 
should be paid for the property of those choosing not to return 

_ m * *9 


and for loss of or damage 


under principles 


of international law or in equity, should be made good by the 
Governments or authorities responsible; 


jistructs the Conciliation Commission to facilitate the 
repatriation resettlement 


and 


of the refugees and the payment of compensation 


8 


unwi 


explained 


'security 1 


lans 


Israel does not wish 
e to her. But the 

By not 


wording of the resolution refutes this argument, 
accepting it, Israel is rejecting in principle the return of 
Arabs willing to ’live at peace with their neighbours’, the 


reason is 


grounds 


Jewish state free of Arabs. 


Between 





and 


repeating these 
9 Resolution 


Palestinian rights were passed nineteen times 
3089 adopted on December 7, 1973, stated that the General 

Assembly: 

notes with deep regret that repatriation or compensation of the 
refugees as provided for in paragraph 11 of General Assembl|Kir¬ 
resolution 194 (III) has not been effected, that no substantial 


progress has been made in 



programme endorsed by the General 


Assembly in paragraph two or resolution 513 (VI) of 26 January 
1952 for the reintegration of refugees either by repatriation 
or resettlement and that, therefore, the situation of the refugees 
continues to be a matfer of serious concern 


The resolution was endorsed by almos every world government, 
includine the US and all European nations, the vote being 121 




II. 



















































































for, none against and three abstaining (Israel, Bahamas, 


Central African Republic), 




The near-universality of approval 


refutes a common argument offered from within Israel that all 
United Nations resolutions are passed against Israel only by 
virtue of the existence of an Afro-Asian majority in the UN. 



























The right of the Palestinians to return to the territory 
occupied by Israel in 1948 is therefore beyond question and has 
been a matter of solemn assertion and reconfirmation by the 
international community. Their right to the value of their 
property, in case they choose compensation rather than return, 
is also repeatedly registered in the records of the United 
Nations. 


The Right of Self-Determination 


acknowledged 


for the 


ans 


it has only been in recent times that the most 


important change 
on the problem, 
alestini ans are 


recogni 


than 


they 


are a separate Arab people with the right to self-determination 
that this status entails. 


It was in 1969 that the break-through occurred 


As part of its 


annual 


andate 


an 


(UNRWA), the 


an 


Arab refugees ’has arisen from the denial of their inalienable 
rights to self-determination under the Charter of the United 
Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 11 aid that 
the General Assembly, ’desirous of giving effect to its 
resolutions for relieving the plight of the displaced persons 

and :he refugees, reaffirms the inalienable rights of the people 
of Palestine.,. 12 


The voting on this section of the resolution was 48 for, 22 against 
(including Israel and the United States) and 47 abstentions. 


Even more forthrightly, in the following year the General Assembly 
declared that tie Palestinian people were entitled to equal rights 





































































4 0 6 


(with other peoples) and self-determination. Section C of 
Resolution 2672 stated that the Assembly: 


1. Recognises that the people of Palestine are entitled to 
equal rights and self-determination , in accordance with the 
charter of the United Nations; 


2 . 


Declares that full respect for the inalienable rights of 


an 


shment 


annual 


a really remarkable increase in international support for 


mi an 


levant 


rights, as reflected both in the wording of the 
tuses and in the voting for them, occurred during 
the 28th Session of the General Assembly. Section D of 
Resolution 3089 (adopted on December 7, 1973) stated that the 
Assembly reaffirmed the rights mentioned above and: 


U Expresses once more its grave concern that the people of 
Palestine has been deprived by Israel from enjoying its 
inalienable rights and from exercising its right to self-determination; 


2 . 


Declares that full respect for and realisation of the inalienable 


rights of the people of Palestine, particularly its right to 
self-determination, are indispensable for the establishment of a 
just and lasting peace in the Middle East, and that the enjoyment 

of their ri 


by the Palestine Arab 





return to their 


homes and property, recognised by the General Assembly in 
resolution 194 (III) of 11 December 1948, which has been repeatedly 
reaffirmed by the General Assembly since that date, is indispensable 
for the achievement of a just settlement of the refugee problem 
and for the exercise by the people of Palestine of its right to 
self-determination. 13 


An overwhelming majority of 87 countries voted in favour of the 
section, with only six against (Barbados, Israel, Costa Rica, USA, 
Bolivia and Nicaragua) and 33 abstentions. 


The importance of this resolution is that for the first time a 
clear link is established between the right of the Palestinians 
to self-determination and their right to return to Palestine. 
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4.7 








I 





The latter is determined as an * indispensable ' condition for the 


exercise of the former. 


Nowhere is there more clearcut 


international espousal, and by a strong majority, of the basic 
demands ^of the Palestinians as they have been defined from the 
earliest beginnings of the Palestine conflict. 




From its 


hesitant start in 1969 of recognising the vague principle of 
the ’inalienable rights' of the Palestinians, the General 
Assembly, in only four years, moved dramatically towards backing 
the essence of the Palestine liberation programme. 









The Right Struggle 


recognition of Palestinian 


position of support for the right to struggle to achieve these 

Resolution 2649 of November 30, 1970 was the historic 

After noting: in its preamble that * 


rights. 


move in this respect. After noting in its preamble that 'many 
peoples are still denied the right to self-determination and are 


and 


the operative 


part of the resolution subsequently: 


1. 


Affirms the legitimacy of the struggle of peoples under 


colonial and alien domination recognised as being entitled to 
the right of self-determination to restore to themselves that 
right by any means at their disposal. 


2 . 


Recognises the right of peoples under colonial and alien 


domination in the legitimate exercise of their right to 
self-determination to seek and receive all kinds of moral and 


material assistance, in accordance with the resolutions of the 
United Nations and the spirit of the Charter of the United 
Nations... 


3. 


Condemns those Governments that deny the right to 


self-determination of peoples recognised as being entitled to 
it, especially of the peoples of southern Africa and Palestine. 


This resolution established, by international majority opinion, 
two fundamental principles of great relevance to the status of 
the Palestinian resistance: 
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4.8 


(a) The right of the Palestinians (Palestine being mentioned 
specifically in the context of a general treatment of 
colonialism and alien oppression) to struggle :o achieve their 
right to self-detemination by 'any means at their disposal '. 


The right of the Palestinians, along with other victims 

to ’seek and receive all kinds of moral and 


(b) 

of oppression, 
material assistance 1 . 


and 


2787 of December 6, 1971, where the General Assembly: 


(reaffirms) the inalienable rights of all peoples, and in 
particular those of Zimbabwe, Namibia, Angola, Mozambique, and 
Guinea (Bissau) and the Palestinian people to freedom, equal ity 
and self-determination, and the legitimacy of their struggles 
to restore those rights. 


The resolution also 'calls upon all States dedicated to the 
ideals of freedom and peace to give all their political, mo 
material assistance to peoples struggling for liberatio 
f-d«termination and independence against colonial and al 



domination'. 


The 


ranging 


UN 


adopted on 22nd November, 1974. 


n of the Palestinian's rights 
Assembly Resolution 3236 (XXIX) 
This resolution: 


1 . 


Recognised that the Palestinian people is entitled to 


self-determination 


2. Expressed grave concern that the ’alestiria- people has 
been prevented from enjoying its inalienable rights, in particular 
its right to self-determination. 


3. Re-affirmed the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people 
in Palestine including: 

(a) The right to self-determination without external interference. 







































































4.9 


(b) The right to national independence and sovereignty. 


4, Re-affirmed also the inalienable right of the Palestinians 
to return to their homes and property from which they have been 
displaced and uprooted and called for their return. 


5. Recognised that the Palestinian people is a principal 
party in the establishment of a just and duraole peace in the 
Middle East. 


6 . 


Further recognised the right of the Palestinian people to 


regain its rights by all means 


Conclusion 


It is clear that the General Assembly of the United Nations - the 
most representative body of politically-organised mankind - has 
produced a long record of judgements on what constitutes 


Palestinian rights 1 . 


In essence the principles that have 


gained varying degrees of majority acceptance and have formed 
part of recurring resolutions are the following: 


1 . 


The Right to Return 


This has been a persistent demand of the United Nations from the 
time the refugee problem first arose in 1948* and has been backed 


unani 


2 . 


The Right to Self-Determination 


This has been affirmed in recent years by a series of resolutions, 
and, even more important, has been given teeth by the last session 
of the General Assembly which specified that such a right can only 


be exercised in the context of a Palestinian return. 


Both 


principles, the Right of Return and the Right of Self-Determination, 
are thus expressly linked and, notably, are not far from the slogan 
of the Palestinian resistance. Pelf-determination of the 
Palestinian people on their land 1 . 



































































3. 


The Right to Struggle 


United Nations 


resolutions 


have specifically 


entioned 


the 


Palestinians as a people whose struggle, by all means at their 
disposal, is a legitimate and worthy cause. 


4. 


The Right to Receive Aid in their Struggle 


United Nations resolutions have also affirmed the right of the 

among: other fighters for freedom, to receive aid, 


ans 


and 


from members of the United Nations committed 


to the ideals of the international body. 


This is a crucial 
lestinians, which 


must be seen in the context of this affirmation of rights. 


The significance of these resolutions lies above all in their 
general drift. Treated as mere 'refugees’ until 1969, the 
Palestinians, through their resistance movement, have since 
been placed firmly on the political map of the world. 


The General Assembly resolutions offer a notable reflection of 
the process by which the Palestinians have wrested recognition 
from the world. It is common in pro-Israeli circles to detract 
from the importance of nited Nations Assembly resolutions, but 


uncomfortably 


that 


without a General Assembly resolution Israel itself, if it 
existed at all, would be without its most important birthr 







































FOOTNOTES : 


United Nations, Official Records of the Second Session 
of the General Assembly, Resolutions, 16 September - 29 
November, 1947, p!37. 


The reference is to the Jewish minority in the Arab state 
proposed by the UN in the rest of Palestine. 


This in 


fact, was numerically insignificant, so in practice these 
safeguard clauses predominantly affected the Arabs in Israel 


United Nations, op. cit . 
Ibid ., pl38. 

Ibid. 


Sec Maxime Robinson, Israel and the Arabs (London, Penguin, 
1968) p51; Sabri Jirys, The Arabs in Israel (Beirut: 
Institute for Palestine Studies, 1969), pp55-90. 


See Uri Davis, 'Palestine into Israel', Journal of Palestine 
Studies III, I (Autumn 1973), p97, n22; Nabeel Shaath, 
'Palestinian High Level Manpower 7 , ibid., 1, 2, (Winter 1972) 

p86. 


United Nations, Official Records of the Third Session of 
the General Assembly, Resolutions, 21 September - 22 December 
1948, pp21-2 5. 

The following are their numbers: 

394; 818; 916; 1018; 1191; 1315; 1465; 1604; 1725; 

1865; 2052; 2154; 2341-2452; 2535; 2672; 2792; 2963; 

3089. 

United Nations, Press Release GA/4940, 19 December, 1973. 

Resolutions of the General Assembly at its 28th Regular 
Session , 18 September - 18, December, 1973, p59. 



United Nations 
24th Session, 


, Official Records of the General Assembly, 
Supplement No. 30 (A/7630), p54. 


Ibid ., 25th Session, Supplement No. 28 (A/8028), p73. 

United Nations, Press Release GA/4940, 19, December, 1973, 

pp60-61. 

UN Monthly Chronicle, vol IX, No. 11, December, 1972, p.76. 
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

22nd November 1974 

HHHk| 236 (XXIX). Question of Palestine 


The General Assembly , 

Having considered tbe question of Palestine, 

Having heard the statement of toe Palestine Liberation Organization,, 
the representative of the Palestinian people, 

Having also heard other statements made during the debate, 

Deeply concerned that no just solution to the problem of 
Palestine has yet been achieved and recognizing that the problem 
of Palestine continues to endanger international peace and 
security, 

Recognizing that the Palestinian people is entitled to self- 
determination in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, 

Expressing its grave concern that the Palestinian people has been 
prevented from enjoying its inalienable rights, in particular 
its right to self-determination, 


Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter, 


levant 


affirm the right of the 


ini an 


1. Reaffirms the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people 
in Palestine, including: 

(a) The right to self-determination without external 

interference; 


(b) The right to national independence and sovereignty; 



2 . 


return to 


ans 


and 


which they have been 


displaced and uprooted, aid calls for their return; 


3. Emphasizes that full respect for and the realization of 

these inalienable rights of the Palestinian people are indispensable 

for the solution of the question of Palestine; 















































































4. Recognizes that the Palest ini an people is a principal 

party in the establishment of a just and durable peace in the 
Middle East; 


5• Further recognizes the right of the Pa estinian people to 
regain its rights by all means in accordance with the purposes 
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations; 

Appeals to all States and international organizations to 
extend their support to the Palestinian people in its struggle 
to restore its rights, in accordance with the Charter; 


7. Requests the Secretary-General to 
the Palestine Liberation Organization 
the question of Palestine; 


establish contacts with 
on all matters concerning 


8. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General 

Assembly at its thirtieth session on the implementation of the 
present resolution; 


9* Decides to include the item "Question of Palestine" in the 
provisional agenda of its thirtieth session. 
















































































































































Palestine Background Paper No .5 


THE FUTURE OF PALESTINE: THE PLO PROPOSAL FOR PEACE 


The Presence of the state of Israel on the land of Palestine is 
predicated above all, on one fact - the denial of the civil, 
political and national rights of the Palestinian people in their 


homeland. 


In the final analysis, it is irrelevant to the 


Palestinians whether the state of Israel - for Israeli Jews - is 
democratic, and parliamentary, or whether it is a dictatorship, 
since the Palestinians are denied most basic rights within the 
Zionist state. 


In Palestinian eyes, however, there is an alternative - the 
dream, or vision, of a secular democratic state, where Jews, 
Moslems and Christians may live together in the future, without 
the violence that now affects the area. 


It is a dream which could become a reality. 


Yasser Arafat, 




chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation, the PLO, commented in his speech to the United 
Nations General Assembly last year: ’Many of you present here 
today once stood in the same resistance position as I now occupy 
You once had to convert dreams into reality by your struggle. 

Why should I not dream and hope? 
making of dreams and hopes? 


For is it no 







- j 


the 


Let us work together so that my 
dream may be fulfilled, that I may return with my people out of 

exile, there in Palestine to live in one democratic state*. 
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5.2 


rm 


formal 


rman 


Organ 


an 


speak of our common 


I proclaim before you that when we 


include in our perspective, all Jews now living in Palestine 

wno choose to live with us there in peace and without 
discrimination T . 


The Palestinian plan for a secular democratic state is a plan 
that has grown out of the resistance struggle itself, and one 
that has become the heart of the PLO's picture of tie future. 
It has been discussed, developed and refined over the past few 
years so that today it is a blueprint for an end to the 
conflict - provided that it is accepted by the Israelis. 


important 


their attention to the subject. 


A series of three authoritative 


articles appeared in the newspaper FATEH (20th November 1969, 
and 1st and 19th January 1970) wr: 


Dr Mohammed Rasheed - 


an 


an 


The essays set out, at length, the 


aspirations of A1 Fatah for the new Palestine, and these were 


Liberal x on Organisation. 


programme 


rnes 


and 


camps, came the emergence of the resistance movement 


humil 


rekindled. 


Dr Rasheed recalls, 
a new hope was 


formed 


and Zionist started to have a meaning 


■^eali^tion that revenge was not a sufficient cause for a 
liberation war led to further examination of the final objectives 
of the revolution. The scores of intellectual liberal Jews who 


came 


revolution caused further rethinking T . 


He continued, 
from most of 
when several 


f The Palestinian revolutionary has freed himself 
his old biases. Fatah looks forward to the day 
thousand Jews will join its fighting ranks for the 

















































































































5.3 


liberation of Palestine. 


Given 


than 


the recent trend of events, 
people think *. 


Speaking in London on 15th April 1970, Dr Yusef Sayegh, former 
Chairman of the PLO Planning Centre, outlined the Palestinian 
plan thus: ’Our vision is the setting up of Palestine in its 
entirety as one sovereign state in which Palestinian A.rabs and 
Palestinian Jews, whether practising Moslems, Christians, Jews 
or atheists, can live together as equal citizens regardless of 
religion, colour or race. For the Palestinian Jews opting for 
the proposal, this would mean identifying with Palestine and 
with its Arab environment and therefore shedding Zionist colonialist 


expans 


For the Palestinian Arabs, It would 


mean accepting the Jewish community and co-o 

* 

democratic and progressive conditions - and 
time since the Balfour Declaration in 1917 - 
and svstematic invasion of the country began 


when the large-scale 


The rights of Jewish settlers in Palestine have frequently been 


and 


Dr 


Rasheed points out, *All the Jews, Moslems and Christians living 
in Palestine or forcibly exiled from it will have the right to 


an 


This guarantees the right of all 


exiled Palestinians to return to their land ... equally, this 
means that all Jewish Palestinians - at present the Israelis 
have the same right, provided of course that they reject Zion 
racist chauvinism and fully accept to live as Palestinians in 

the New Palestine*. 


f The revolution therefore rejects the supposition that only Jews 
who lived in Palestine prior to 1948 or prior to 1914 and their 
descendants are acceptable*. 


In June 1969, Abu Iyad, a prominent leader of A1 Fatah, was 
asked in a newspaper inverview with AL TALI-AT whether Jews would 
be accepted as equal citizens with Arabs in the Palestinian 


democratic state. He replied, *0f course we accept Jews as 


equal citizens with the Arabs in everything. 


inian 


The meaning of the 
It only aims at 


eliminating the Zionist racial entity in Palestine*. 








































5.4 


He added, 'When 
people with all 


say the Palestinian people. 


mean 


commun 


Christians, Moslems and 


The territorial limits of the state are defined by Dr Rasheed, 
'Pre-1948 Palestine, as defined during the British mandate is 
the territory to be liberated and where the democratic, progressive 
state is to be created', and he added, T It should be quite 
obvious at this stage that the New Palestine discussed here is 
not the occupied West Bank or the Gaza Strip or both. The 
homeland of the Palestinians colonised in 1948 is no 
nor less important than the part occupied in 1967'. 


The idealogicai-political line of the new state is not defined 
beyond the general terms of 'unitary, secular, non-sectarian 

Dr Rasheed says, 'The Palestinians in the 


anc democratic 1 . 


process of, and at the time of liberation will decide on the 
system of government and on the political-economic' social 


organisation of their liberated country. 


One repeats that the 


term Palestinian includes those in exile, under occupation and 
Jewish settlers'. 


He continues, * A democratic and progressive Palestine, however, 
rejects by elimination a theocratic, a feudalistic, an aristocratic, 
an authoritarian or a racist-chauvinistic form of government, 
will be a country that does not allow oppression or exploitation 
of any group of people by any other group or individuals; 
state that provides equal opportunities for its people in work, 
worship, education, political decision-making, cultural and 
artistic expression'. 


Dr Rasheed has been one of the prominent advocates and pioneers 


of the democratic state concept 


He frequently visited the 


refugee camps to discuss the idea with the fighters in the 
revolution, as well as with political thinkers from the Arab 


world and beyond. 


He recalls that his plan came under fire from 


both conservative Arabs and Zionists. 


Some Arabs claimed that 


the Jews would be a majority of the population 


such a secular 


state; the Zionists claim that the Jews will be in the minority. 
Given equal rights and equal protection from discrimination, this 
issue is not important to the Palestinian resistance movement. 








































































































5.5 


Positions in government would not be allocated according to 


religion. 


Dr Rasheed states, The call for a non-sectarian 


Palestine should not be confused with a multi-religious, a 


poly-religious or a bi-national 



The new Palestine is 


not to be built around three state religions or two nationalities 
Rather, it will simply provide freedom from religious oppression 


of any group by another and freedom to practi 


religion without 


discrimination. 


No hard and fast religious distribution of 


political offices and other important jobs is envisaged 1 . 


The Palestinian plan offers peace with security for both Jews 


and Arabs. 


The only victim of the plan is the racialism of 






the Zionist movement. 


Hence the Zionists have established a 




propaganda campaign to discredit the plan, by claiming that it 
is merely a Palestinian propaganda plan for European supporters. 


The opposite is the truth. 


Those Palestinians who developed 


the plan had to work amongst their people to get support for the 


concept of a secular democratic state. 


It was not until the 


ajority of the Palestinians accepted this plan that it was 
approved as the programme of the Palestine Liberation Organisation. 


While the Zionists in Israel claim to speak for the entire world 
Jewish community, the Palestinian resistance had to fight this 
view by educating young Palestinian refugee children that this 
is not so; that the fight Is to liberate Palestine from Zionism 


and to live with he Jews as equals 
has been remarkable. 


The success of this campaign 


Whether in the refugee camps, or in the commando bases the view 
is often heard: *We are not fighting the Jews, but we are fighting 
Zionists*. In some schools financed by A1 Fatah, young orphans 


of commandos killed in battle are taught Hebrew 


* One day they 



1 return home and live with the Jews. 


It is important that 


they can speak the same language 
explained. 


one Palestinian teacher 




Dr Yusuf Sayegh contrasts the Zionist and the Palestinian plans 


thus: 


’Ours finds room for Palestinian Arabs and Palestinian 


Jews; theirs squeezes the Arabs out. 


Our peace is non-discriminatory; 


theirs is racialist 


Ours is based on mutual accommodation and 











































































5.6 


compromise; 
colonialist victor. 


theirs in essence is a peace dictated by the 


Ours confers rights and imposes 


obligations on Arabs and Jews alike; theirs denies not only our 
rights but our existence as well. 


Ours frees Arabs and Jews alike from self-centredness; theirs 


Ours is a revolutionary joint venture 

theirs is 


is totally exclusive. 

in building a new society in the whole of Palestine 
an anachronistic possessive sole ownership by which forcing u 
out, can only establish a settler society on usurped property 


Whereas they want to exist as a community in our land through 
destroying our community, we want to reinstate our community in 
its homeland but without destroying theirs. Their vision is 
of two communities mutually exclusive, mutually negatory; ours 

, complementing 


is of two mutually accommodating communi 
each other, co-operating in a new society 




























































































Palestine Background Paper No.6 


THE PLO AT THE UN 

The following are excerpts from the speech delivered on 
November 13th 1974, before the General Assembly of the United 
Nations by Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. (Unofficial UN translation from Arabic.) 


Despite abiding world crises, despite even the gloomy powers of 
backwardness and disastrous wrong, we live in a time of glorious 
change. An old world order is 


crumbl 


an 


the chief 


imperialism, colonialism, neocolonialism 
form of which is Zionism, ineluctably perish. We are privileged 
to be able to witness a great wave of history bearing peoples 
forward into a new world which they have created. 


As today we address the General Assembly from what is before all 
else an international rostrum, we are also expressing our faith 


in political and diplomatic struggle as complements, as 
enhancements, of armed 



Our people proclaim its faith in the future, unencumbered either 
by past tragedies or present limitations. If we return now to 
the historical roots of our cause we do so because present at this 
very moment in our midst are those who, while they occupy our homes 
















































































































6.2 


as their cattle graze in 


our pastures, and as their nands 

at the same time that we 


pluck the fruit of our trees, clai 
are disembodied spirits, fictions without presence, without 

traditions or future. 


unt 


have regarded - and continued to regard - our problem as 


terely a problem of refugees. 
East question as little 
Arab States and the Zio 


They have portrayed the Middle 


than 


They have imagined that 


own and 


with logic nor valid motive, with a simple wish only to disturb 


and 


For there are amongst 


you 


and 


others like it - those who supply our enemy freely with planes 


and 


urderous weapons. 


They 


take hostile positions against us, deliberately distorting the 
true essence of the problem. 


can 


and 





ur expense, but at the expense of 
e friendship we continue to hope 


can be cemented between us and this great people, whose n 
of struggle for the sake of freedom we honour and salute. 


I ask the American people whether the demonstrations of hostility 
and enmity taking place outside this great hall reflect the true 
intent of America's wil I ask you plainly, what is the crime 

of Palestine against the American people? 


Why 



do you fight us so? 
your interests? 






Does sue 


unwarranted belligerence really 


Does it serve the interests of the 


Ame 


can 


No, definitely not. I can only hope that the American people 
will remember that their friendship with the whole Arab natior 
is too great, too abiding, and too rewarding for any such 

demonstrations to harm it. 










































6.3 


ROOTS OF QUESTION 


The roots of the Palestinian question reach back into the 
closing years of the 19th centiiry, to that period which we call 
the era of colonialism and settlement as we know it today. 

This is precisely the period during whicl Zionism as a scheme 
was born; its aim was the conquest of Palestine by European 
immigrants, just as settlers colonized, and indeed raided, most 
of Africa, Asia and Latin America, building colonies, everywhere 


cruelly exploiting, oppressing, 



ring the peoples of those 


three continents. This period persists into the present. 
Marked evidence of its totally reprehensible presence cai be 
readily perceived in the racism practiced both in South Africa 
and in Palestine. 


Just as colonialism and its demagogues dignified their conquests, 
their plunder and limitless attacks upon the natives of Africa 
with appeals to a "civilizing and modernizing" mission, so too 
did waves of Zionist immigrants disguise their purposes as they 


conquered Palestine, 


Just as colonialism as a system and 


colonialists as its instrument used religion, colour, race and 
language to justify the African ! s exploitation and his cruel 
subjugation by terror and discrimination, so too were these 
methods employed as Palestine was usurped and its people hounded 
from their national homeland. 


Just as colonialism heedlessly used the wretched, the poor, the 
exploited as mere inert matter with which to build and to carry 
out settler colonialism, so too were destitute, oppressed 
European Jews employed on behalf of world imperialism and of th 
Zionist leadership. Europe 
instruments of aggression; 


an Jews were transformed into the 
they became the elements of settler 


colonialism intimately allied to racial discrimination. 


Zionist theology was utilized against our Palestinian people: 
the purpose was not only the establishment of Western-style 
settler colonialism but also the severing of Jews from their 
various homelands and subsequently their extrangement from their 
nations, 


Zionism is an ideology that is imperialist, colonialist, racist; 
it is profoundly reactionary and discriminatory; it is united 


































6.4 


with anti-Semitism and its retrograde tenets and is, when all 
is said and done, another side of the same base coin. 


When it is proposed that the only solution for the Jewish 
problem is that Jews must alienate themselves from communities 
or nations of which they have been an historical part, when it 
is proposed that Jews solve the Jewish problem by immigrating 
to and forcibly settling the land of another people - when 
this occurs, exactly the same position is being advocated as the 
one urged by anti-Semites against Jews. 


As a result of the collusion between the mandatory power (Britain) 
and the Zionist movement and with some co unt ries, this General 

~w 

Assembly early in its history approved a recommendation to 
partition our Palestinian homeland. The General Assembly 
partitioned what it had no right to divide, an indivisible 
homeland. 


Furthermore, even though the Partition Resolution granted the 

ialist settlers 54 per cent of the land of Palestine, their 
dissatisfaction with the decision prompted them to wage a war 



of terror against the civilian Arab population. 


They occupied 


81 per cent of the total area of Palestine, uprooting a million 
Arabs. Thus, they occupied 524 Arab towns and villages, of 
which they destroyed 385, completely obliterating them in the 
process. 


The roots of the Palestine question lie here . Its causes do not 
stem from any conflict between two religions or two nationalisms . 
Neither is it a border conflict between neighboring states . It 
is the cause of a people deprived of its homeland, dispersed and 
uprooted and living mostly in exile and in refugee camps . 


Not satisfied with all this, the racist entity turned itself into 


a base of imperialism and into an arsenal of weapons. 


11 has 


launched two large-scale wars, in 1956 and 1967, thus endangering 
world peace and security. 


Under these circumstances, the fourth war broke out in October 
1973 bringing home to the Zionist enemy the bankruptcy of its 


























































6.5 


policy of occupation, 
of military might. 


exp ansion and 

all 




is. the leaders of the 


any 



mak 



fifth war, 


language 


aggression, terrorism, subjugatic 
in their dealings with the Arabs. 


and, finally, always to war 




It pains our people groat1y to witness the propagation of the 
myth that its homeland was a desert until it was made to bloom 


gn 


that it was a land without a 


and 



onialxst entity caused no har: 


any 


human 


No , such lies must be exposed f rom th 1 rostrui 


know 


and 


Its Arab people were engaged 


in farming and building, spreading culture throughout the land 
for thousands of years, 


an 


freedom of worship, acting as faithful guardians of the holy 
places of all religions * Our people 


cannot 


ancest 


sum!ag 


land 


stands 


By contrast, we need only mention briefly 
its support for the Secret Army Organization in Algeria, the 
settler-colonialists in Africa - whether in the Congo, Angola, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, or South Africa - 


and 


am 


These facts offer 


further proof of the character of the enemy which has usurped 


our land. 


defend a 


our enemy upholds 


the myths of the past. 


The enemy we face has a long record of hostility even towards the 


Jews themselves. 




While 

under 


Zionist leadership appeared 


more interested at that time in exploiting them in order to realize 


immi 


We would have opened our doors to them, as far as our homeland's 
capacity for absorption permitted - but that the goal of this 
immigration should be to usurp our homeland, disperse our people 




































































































6.6 


and turn us into second-class citizens. Therefore, since its 
inception, our revolution has not been motivated by racial or 
religious factors . Its target has never been the Jew, as a 

person, but racist Zionism and undisguised aggression . 


In this sense, ours is also a revolution for the Jew, as a 
human being as well . We are struggling so that Jews, Christians 

and Muslims may live in equality , enjoying the same rights and 
assuming the same duties, free from racial or religious 
discrimination . 


JUDAISM VS. ZIONISM 


We do distinguish between Judaism and Zionism . 


While we maintain 


our opposition to the colonialist Zionist movement, we respect 
the Jewish faith . 


We urge the people and governments of the world to stand firm 
against Zionist attempts at encouraging world Jewry to emigrate 


from their countries and to usurp our land. 


We urge them as 


well firmly to oppose any discrimination against any human being, 
as to religion, race or colour. 


Why should our Arab Palestinian people pay the price of such 


discrimination in the world? 


Why should our people be 


responsible for the problems of Jewish immigration, if such 


problems exist in the minds of some people? 


Why do not the 


supporters of these problems open their own countries, which can 
absorb and help these immigrants? 


The difference between the revolutionary and the terrorist lies 


in the reason for whi 



each fights. 


For whoever stands 



just cause and fights for the freedom and liberation of his 
land from the invaders, the settlers and the colonialists, 


cannot possibly be called terrorist. 


This is actually a just 


and proper struggle consecrated by the United Nations Charter 
and by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
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Zionist terrorism which was waged against the Palestinian 

^ am m. 


country 

documents 


Thousands of our people 


towns 


tens of 


gunpoint 


and the lands 
and this hat 
country, whic 


Their terrorism fed on 


and 


t ant 


a living reminder 


that the land is Palestinian. Thus they sought to destroy it. 


can 


her disquiet about "The Palestinian children born every day 


tT 


an 


in the Palestinian tree, an 


enemy to be exterminated. 


numbe 


owi 
an d 


Israeli law treats them as second-class citizens - 
third-class citizens since Oriental Jews are second-class citizens. 
They have been victims of bloody massacres such as chat o Kf.s.x 
Kassim; they have been expelled from their villages and denied 


return 


in the case of 




xm 


under 


and 


was denied the freedom of movement without prior permission fro 


the Israeli military governor 


and 


We ask those who 


the just struggle of our people as terror, 
usurped our land, who are committing murderous acts of terr 
against our people and are practising racial discrimination more 
extensive1y than the racists of Sout frica, we ask them to 

keep in mind the UN General Assembly resolution that called for 
the one-year suspension of the membership of the government ox 
Smith Africa from the UN. 


For the past 30 years, our people have had to struggle against 
British occupation and Zionist invasion both of which had one 
intention, namely the usurpation of our land. Six major revolts 
and tens of popular uprisings were staged to foil these attempts, 
so that our homeland might remain ours. Over 30,000 martyrs, 
the equivalent in comparative terms of six million Americans, 

died in the process. 

































































































6.8 


an dreamt of return 


an 


waned 


Neither the 
de term in af i on 


When our people lost faith in the international community which 
persisted in ignoring its rights and when it became obvious 
that the Palestinians would not recuperate one inch of Palestine 


means, our people had no choice 


arme 


It is through our popular armed struggle that our political 
leadership and our national institutions finally crystallized 
and a national liberation movement, comprising all the Palestinian 
factions, organizations and capabilities, materialized in the 
Palestine Liberation Organization... 


The Palestine Liberation Organization represents the Palestinian 
people. It expresses the wishes and hopes of its people and it 
brings these very wishes and hopes before you, urging you not to 
shirk a momen ous historic responsibility towards our just cause. 


war, 


and 


ir people has been exposed to the ravages o 
dispersion. It has paid in the blood of 
its sons that which cannot ever be compensated. It has borne 
the burdens of occupation, dispersion, eviction and terror more 
uninterruptedly than any other people. And yet all this had 
made our people neither vindictive nor vengeful. Nor has it 
caused us to resort to the racism of our enemies. 


Nor have we 

lost the true method by which friend and foe are distinguished 


« * 


For we deplore all those crimes committed against the Jews. We 
also deplore all the real discrimination suffered by them because 
of their faith. 


PALESTINIAN DREAM 

I am a rebel and freedom is my cause. 


I know well that 
exactly the same 


many 


and 































































































which I must fight 
by your struggle. 


You once had to convert dreams into reality 
Therefore you must now share my dream. 


As he stood in an Israeli military court, the Jewish revolutionary, 
Ahud Adif, said: "I am no terrorist; I believe that a democratic 


state should exist on this land." Ad 
Zionist prison among his co-bekievers. 


languishes 


Before those same courts there stands today a brave Prince of 
the Church Bishop Capucci who said: 


What 


I have 


done that all men 


land 


This princely priest will doubtless share Adif T s grim fate. 


Why-, therefore, should I not dream and hope? 
revolution the making of dreams and hopes? 


For is not 
So let us work 


together that my dream may be fulfilled, that I may return with 
my people out of exile, there in Palestine to live with this Jewish 
freedom-fighter and his partners, with this Arab priest and his 
brothers, in one democratic state where Christian, Jew, and Muslim 
live in justice, equality, fraternity and progress. 


Let us remember that the Jews of Europe and the US have been known 

5JHp ' . ■ . *2 j £' i r * , * j ^ a . lit. J £./ •.; 

to lead the struggles for secularism and the separation o church 
and state. They have also been known to fight against discrimination 


on religious grounds, 
for the Holy Land? 


How can they then refuse this humane paradigm 
How then can they continue to support the most 


fanatic, discriminatory and closed of nations in its policy? 


In my formal capacity as chairman of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization and leader of the Palestinian revolution I proclaim 
before you that when we speak of our common oopes for the Palest 
of tomorrow we include in our perspective all Jews now living in 
Palestine who choose to live with us there in peace and 
dis crimination. 



FOR A JUST PEACE 


I call upon Jews to urn away one by one from the illusory promises 

Israeli leadership. They are 


ade to the 


and 


offering Jews perpetual bloodshed, endless war and continuous thraldo 




























































We invite them to emerge from their 
open realm of free choice, far from 
efforts to implant in them a Masada 


moral 


isolation 


into a more 


their present leadership's 
complex. 


We offer them the most generous solution, that we might 
together in a framework of just peace in our democratic 


live 

Palestine. 


In my formal capacity here as chairman of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, I announce here that we do not wish one drop of 
either Arab or Jewish blood to be shed; neither do we delight 
in the continuation of killing, which would end once a just peace, 
based on our people's rights, hopes and aspirations had been 
finally established. 


accompany 


its struggle to attain 


its right to self-determination and to aid our people's return 


homeland 


an involuntary exile. 


Only then can 
human civiliz 


of 


an 



humanity 


Only then will our 


erusalem resume its historic role as a peaceful shrine for all 
religions. 


I appeal to you to enable our people to establish national 
independent sovereignty over its own land. 


Today I have come bearing an olive branch and a freedom-fighter's 


gun. 


Do not let the olive branch fall from my hand. 


I repeat: 


do not let the olive branch fall from my hand. 


War flares up in Palestine, and yet it is in Palestine that peace 
will be born. 
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WHO ARE THE TERRORISTS? 
THE ZIONIST-ISRAELI RECORD: 


Israeli leaders and Zionist supporters constantly accuse the 
Palestinian people and the Palestine Resistance Movement of 
being ’terrorists'. 



Yet? a study of the past fifty years in Palestinian history shows 
the originators of terror tactics in the Middle East were, in 
fact, the Zionists, who today are able to employ tactics of 
violence with the full power and resources of an industrialised 
and highly armed state behind them. 


During the period before the 


tablishment of the state of Israel, 


terrorism against the Palestinians by Zionist groups included 


a series of attacks in piblic places. 


A bomb explosion in Haifa 


market on July 14th, 1938, killed 12 and wounded 29, including 


women and children 


Thirty-nine Arabs were killed, and 64 


wounded when Zionists placed a bomb in an Arab market on July 25th, 


1938. 


In Haifa and Jaffa markets 28 Arabs died fror Zionist bombs 


on February 27th, 1939 

































































7.2 


The Zionists also attacked civilian buses. At least ten 
incidents occurred between August 1937 and June 1939. Twenty 
four Arabs died. 


Several assassination attempts were made by Zionists against 
British officials in Palestine. 


On November 6th, 1944, the Stern Gang assassinated Lord Moyne 
British Resident Minister in the Middle East. He was shot and 
fatally wounded in Cairo outside his private residence. 


Police and military personnel came under constant attacks by the 
Zionist terrorist gangs. Fourteen incidents in which deaths 
were recorded took place between January 20th, 1942 and September 
20th, 1947, The activities were mostly credited to the Stern 


Gang, and the irgun Zvei Leumi. 


At least fifteen attacks on 


police and military installations took place between August 1944 
and September, 1947. On March 1st, 1947, the Irgun blew up 
the Goldsmith Officers 1 Club in Jerusalem, killing 13 and wounding 
16. 


Zionist attacks were not only against security forces. Often 
civilians were seized as hostages for imprisoned terrorists. 


On January 27th, 1947, the Irgun seized a British judge 


Mr Windham 


Military hostages included five British officers 


seized in the Tel Aviv NAAFI on June 18th, 1946. 


They were 


later released, but two British army sergeants seized by the 


Irgun on June 12th, 1947, were hanged. 


The bodies were booby 


trapped, and exploded in the presence of those who located them. 


A public flogging of three British officers was held by the 
Irgun in a el Aviv square on December 29th, 1946. 


It was also the Zionists who invented the letter bomb, which 


they used against the British. 


The Irgun claimed responsibility 


for a letter bomb which exploded at the British Embassy in Rome 


on October 1st, 1946 


In June 1947, letters addressed to British 


Cabinet Ministers in London were found to contain bombs, while a 
parcel bomb exploded in a London sorting office on September 3rd, 






























































1947 


The first recorded etter bomb death was that of Rex 


Farren on May 3rd, 1948, when he opened a parcel addressed to 


his brother, who had been stationed in Palestine. 


A letter 


bomb addressed to Sir Evelyn Barker, former Commanding Officer 
in Palestine was detected by his wife on May 11th, 1948. 


Meanwhile, terrorism was increasing against Arab civilians in 



est ne. 


Widespread attacks took place against civilian 


transport faci1ities 


Menachem Begin , the Israeli Premier, 


then leader of the Irgun, and until 1970 a member of the Israeli 
Cabinet, describes the role of his Chief of Operations, Gideon: 

T Giddy invented the contact-mine for railway sabotage, against 
which no counter-measures were of any avail, 
dismantled, 
our warnings. 


It could not be 
Whoever tried paid with his life for disregarding 
A time mechanism was attached - al owing one 


day, two days, three days, even whole weeks. 


At one time we 


paralysed all railway traffic in the country by these mines, T 
(Begin: Revolt. Page 71). 


Incidents included attacks on three railway trains on June 10th 
1946 at Na T an, Tel Aviv, and Ras al Ein. On October 30th, 
1946, the Zionists bombed the Central Railway Station in 
Jerusalem. 


Government buildings came under constant attack. The Central 
Post Office in Jerusalem was attacked on November 11th, 1937; 
two Arabs died. The most notorious attack, by the Irgun, was 
the King David Hotel on July 22nd, 1946. More than 200 people 
were killed or injured as,a result of the explosion. Fifteen 
Jews were among those killed. Between 1946 and 1948 there were 
five recorded attacks on banks by Zionist terrorist groups 
ranging from planted explosives to robbery and murder. 


Few people realise that the Zionists also killed Jews. 


In July, 


1933 a Jewish group assassinated Chaim Arlosoroff, Director of 


the Political Department of the Jewish Agency 


On November 25th 


1940, the Haganah sabotaged the Patria, a boat packed with 1,900 


Jewish refugees fron Europe; 240 Jews died. 


The aim was to 


focus attention on the refusal by the British authorities to 
allow more Jewish immigrants to Palestine. 
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which was blown 

up on February 24th, 1942, killing all 769 Jewish refugee 







passengers on board, 
a Haganah officer. 


The sole survivor was Mr David Stoliar 










Four sabotage incidents against oil installations in Palestine 
were carried out by the Zionists during 1947; Moshe Dayan took 
part in che sabotage of the Shell Oil storage tanks at Haifa on 









March 31st, 1947. 
damage. 


The blaze lasted four days, causing £500,000 










During the Palestine War, (1947-48) these methods continued. 




Tie most notorious Incident was the 


of Count Folke 




by the Stern Gang. 


Bernadotte, the U Mediator in 




Palestine, was shot dead in the Israeli controlled sector of 




Jerusalem on September 17th, 1948 
was also killed. 


His aide, Colonel Serot, 


The Zionists aim during the Palestine War was to seize control, 


and force the Arabs to leave their homeland. 


A comprehensive 


terrorist war was waged against the Palestinians. 


Bombs 


exploded in Arab market places and cafes, and week after week 


the Arab fatalities rose. 


The Zionists frequently stopped buses, 


and opened fire on the Arabs, and passenger trains were sabotaged 
resulting in numerous deaths. 


Even in their homes the Palestinians were far from safe, 
apartment blocks and flats were bombed by the Zionists. 


Hotels, 
The 


Haganah claimed responsibility for the death of twenty people in 


an explosion which wrecked the Semiramis Hotel. 


Arabs were blown 


up in heir homes. 


Fourteen Arabs died when Zionists blew up a 


house in Tiberias on April 19th, 1948. 


countryside 


came under 


Twelve 

Decemb 


12th, 1947. 










1H 


Two days later 18 Arabs died when Zionists attacked a village 


outside Tel Aviv 


More than 60 Arab deaths were reported 




-41 
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7.5 


following a Palach attack on Belad al-Shaikh on December 30xh 

1947. Women and chi l dren were amongst the victims as the 
Zionists entered the village and fired into the homes as people 
sought refuge. Sixty Arabs, mostly women and children died 
when the Palmach attacked the village of Sa'sa on February 14th, 

1948. 

The most notorious attack on an Arab village was at Deir Yassin 
on April 9th, 1948, when Irgun and Stern Gang terrorists killed 
254 men, women and children, whose corpses were found by the Red 
Cross. 

i A 

As the attacks continued thousands of Palestinian Arabs fled from 
their homes. Today these are the people living in the refugee 
camps - the activists in the Palestinian resistance movement. 


The Zionists claimed that the Palestinians left on the orders of 
the Arab armies, but facts fail to support this claim. Nathan 
Chofshi , one of the original Jewish pioneers in Palestine denied 
this claim, and in 1959 he wrote: If Rabbi Kaplan really wanted 

to know what happened, we old Jewish settlers in Palestine, who 
witnessed the fight could tell him how and in what manner we, Jews, 
forced the Arabs to leave cities and villages. Some were driven 
by force of arms; others were made to leave by deceit, lying and 
false promises*. 


However, when the Palestine War ended, the Arab armies defeated, 
and Israel proclaimed as a state, the Israeli terrorism, now 
organised by the state, continued. Palestinian Arabs found that 
the new Israeli authorities were equally harsh. Village after 
village was evacuated, to make way for Jewish-only settlements. 
The new state was to be formed on strictly apartheid-style lines. 


Thousands of Arabs were evicted, their homes and crops destroyed 
by the Israelis. A pract ce which is continuing to the present 
day. 

Even the refugees in their camps beyond the boundaries of the new 
Israeli state, and Arab civilians, were unsafe. Frequent attacks 



















































































7.6 


were made by the Israelis into the West Bank, by then under 
the sovereignty of the Hashemite regime, and into the refugee 
camps which had sprung up in the Gaza Strip. 


A further example of Israeli terrorism occurred on 20th October 
1956, on the eve of the Israeli attack against Egypt. At 4.30 pm 
Israeli border guards arrived in the village of Kafr Kassem and 
ordered a curfew from 5.00 pm. Villagers working in the 
surrounding fields were not informed, and as they returned fro; 
their work after 5.00 pm, sraeli soldiers opened fire, 
of 47 Arabs were killed, including seven children and nine women. 
On October 10th, 1958, the guards responsible were jailed for 
terms ranging from seven to seventeen years, but in the face of 
sraeli sympathy for the killers, by early 1960, all had been 


A total 



Even refugees fleeing from their homes during the days after the 
June War in 1967 faced intimidation from Israeli terrorists. 


The 


Guardian (June 14, 19167) reported: 


Israeli aircraft frequently 


straffed the refugees on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho 


destroying and burning 1 . 


The Times (June 21st, 1967) noted: 


! Israeli troops supervising the crossing (of the Jordan River) 
introduced a dangerous new element today by firing their sub¬ 
machine guns over the heads of the straggling line of refugees. 
The refugees were already bewildered enough and to risk causing 

a panic among the already frightened people borders on military 
lunacy 1 . 


The practice of terror has continued since the June War of 1967 
Inside occupied territory, the Gaza Strip, for example, existed 
under a strict curfew for months as the Israelies tried to supp 
Palestinian opposition between 1968 and 1972, 


In the refugee 


camps 


thousands 


inhabitants being re-located to other areas 


Relatives of people 


arrested as suspected resistance commandos were deported to the 


sands of Sinai - a for 
condemned bv the Geneva 


punishment 


Also condemned under the Geneva Convention is collective punish 
of the people of a locality, yet frequently Israeli military 
authorities in occupied Gaza and the West Bank, have demolished 


ent 
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houses, and whole villages. The villages of Beit Nuba, Yalu 
and Imwas (the Biblical Emmaus) were razed to the ground 
immediately after the June War, and their inhabitants expelled. 


Though over fourteen thousand homes have been destroyed, 


number 


the destruction of houses is only 


one form of Israeli terror since the June War 


Rauhi el Khatib, the former Mayor of East Jerusalem, was amongst 
leading individuals, usually of a traditional and conservative 
frame of mind, far removed from the guerrillas, to have been 

deported. 


For the resistance fighters, their supporters and alleged 
supporters, the Israelis have kept their toughest treatment. 
Organisations ranging from the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, and Amnesty International to the Israeli League of 
Human and Civil Rights, 


as well as special investigation 


un 


ans 


of Israeli torture of Palestinian prisoners. Palestin: 
have been released from Israeli prisons, including some who have 
come to Britain for hospital treatment, have spoken of the use 
of electric shocks, dogs, mock executions, and a var^|e^^ 
methods of interrogation. 


Outside Palestine, Israel has also adopted terror methods, against 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt, 


and 


The 


commando 


an 


attacks,| by air, or by 
refugee camps in Lebanon, for example, are always described by 

Israeli sources as aimed at military targets, such as guerrilla 
bases. Over the past seven years of attacks against southern 

i, and Palestinian women and 

in such raids. Villages 


Lebanon, 


farmer 

wounded 


have been destroyed, along with 


Relief and Works Agency facilities, 
tank deliberately ran over, and crushed a 
civilians trying to escape from its path. 


schools, health clinics, and UN 

On one occasion, an Israeli 


Lebanese 


Each of these ac ;s is an example of terrorism undertaken by the 
official forces of the Israeli state. 


















































































7. 8 





Even when the Israelis have been engaged in attacks against 
actual guerrilla forces, or leaders of the Palestinian movement, 
they have shown little regard for civilians who might happen to 
get in the way. When an Israeli-planted bomb killed the 
writer Ghassan Kanafani, spokesman of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, in Beirut in 1972, it also killed his 
young niece. When a raid was made on Lebanon T s capital, Beirut, 
in April 1973, in which three Palestinian political leaders were 
killed, other inhabitants of their apartment blocks were also 
shot down. 



use of terror by Israel has not been confined to the Middle 


East. At precisely the time that Israeli eaders were accusing 
the Palestinian Resistance of engaging in a campaign of sending 
letter bombs, Israeli intelligence was actually doing so. Bombs 
were placed at pro-Palestinian offices, or the homes of supporters 


in America and Paris 


Palestinian spokesmen in Cyprus, Italy, 


France, West Germany and Denmarlfr have been 


sassinated or have 


been seriously injured by Israeli agents - acting not as 


independent operators, but co-ordinated by the Government, a 
link that was brought to light during the trial in Norway of 
several Israelis accused of involvement in the killing of a 


Morroccan waiter in Lillehammer who had been mistakenly believed 
to be a Palestinian supporter. 



The catalogue of Israeli terror methods is extensive, not only 
in terms of the variety of methods employed, but also in its 


geographical spread, and the period of years over which it has 
taken place. It is now nearly forty years since the Zionist 
forerunners of the state of Israel embarked on a terror campaign 
against the Palestinians and British people. 
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Palestine Background Paper No.8 

DEMOCRACY IN ISRAEL 

Israel enjoys a reputation as a progressive, liberal, socialist 
democracy. An examination of the Zionist system shatters quickly 
this image which Israel's propaganda machine projects to the 
outside world. in fact, a study of Israel's laws and treatment 
of the Palestinian Arabs immediately draws certain comparisons 
with settler regimes in South Africa and Rhodesia. 

From the early days of the Zionist colonisation of Palestine, 
the indigenous Palestinian Arabs found themselves denied certain 
rights. The Jewish National Fund has a ruling that the land 
field by lie JNF may not be sold to non-Jews, and nor may non-Jews 
be employed on that land. ffoday the JNF owns on behalf of the 
Jewish State of Israel some 80 per cent of the agricultural land 
within the state. In effect, the Palestinian Arabs, even though 
they may have Israeli citizenship, are denied the right to work 
on t ie land. It is true that the Arabs do work on the land; it 
is economically necessary. However, from time to time Arabs 
are arrested and brought to court as part of the programme of 
permanent intimidation. 

On August 1st 1967, he Israeli Parliament passed a new law, The 
Agricultural Settlement Law to enforce more rigidly the terms of 


































































the JNF constitution. Its main effect was to deny the 
Palestinian Arabs any kind of share in the land owned by the 
JNF, and to prohibit the leasing of land to Arabs (i.e. non-Jews) . 


Immediately the state of Israel was declared in 1948 in occupied 


Palestine, terms of citizenship were defined. 


Jewish people, 


the world over, were given automatic rights to citizenship in 

# 

Israel, and in 1972 a new law was passed by the Israeli 
parliament, which gave this right of Israeli citizenship to 


Jews who never enter the state of Israel. 


For the non-Jews 


the Christian and Muslim Palestinian Arabs - citizenship was 
available if the person fulfilled certain conditions for 
1 naturalisation'. This included being on territory within the 
newly formed state of Israel in May 1948, previous residential 
qualifications, and the ability to speak Hebrew (even though 
Arabic was for propaganda purposes declared to be an official 


language). 


The Israeli League for Human and Civil Rights 


estimates that some 60 to 70,000 Arabs are not Israeli citizens 


although they have lived in Israel since 1948. 


Hence, their 


children, born in the state of Israel, are officially 'stateless* 
Citizenship is also denied to Palestinians living in villages 
annexed after 1948 by Israel, and also to the Arab citizens of 
East Jerusalem annexed by Israel in June 1967. 


The Palestinian Arabs in Israel also found themselves living 
under a complex system of military laws, inherited by the Zionists 
from the British Mandate. Ya'acov Shapiro, Israel's Minister 
of Justice until he resigned on October 28th, described the 
Defence Laws under the Mandate, which he later administered thus: 

The System established in Palestine since the issue of the 
Defence Laws is unparalleled in any civilised country 
were no such laws even in Nazi Germany. 


there 

There is indeed only 


one form of government which resembles the system in force here 
now - the case of an occupied country 1 . 


Today that occupied country is still Palestine. 


The British 


have gone, and the new colonial force are the Zionist settlers 
the Israeli government. 








































































8.3 


During the first decade a series of laws were passed by the 
Israeli Government which directly affected and limited the 
rights of the Israeli Arabs: 


1 , 


The Military Emergency Regulations, 1948: These regulated 


the movements of the Arabs by creating a system of security 


zones. 


Legal residents could be, and were, banished and their 
property confiscated. Tie movement of Arabs from one zone to 
another was controlled. 


2 . 


Civil Emergency Laws and Regulations: A series of regulations 


and laws of which Jewish writer Don Peretz commented: ’Every 
Arab in Palestine who left his home or village after November 
29th, 1947, was liable to be classified as an absentee. All 
Arabs who held property in the new city of Acre, regardless of 
the fact that they may never have travelled further than a few 
metres to the Old City, were classified as absentees. 


The 


30,000 Arabs who fled from one place to another within Israel, 
but who never left the country, were also liable to have their 
property declared absentee 1 . 


3. The Land Acquisition Law: The purpose of this law was to 
legalise 1948-53 seizures of Arab lands and to ensure future 
acquisitions. The law was widely condemned by progressive Israeli 
Jews, but still enforced. 


4. 


The Law of Limitation, March 1958: Under this law Arab 


landowners were oifdered to register their right to their land, 

and prove that they had been in continuous and undisputed possession 

of tie land for the previous fifteen years, or forfeit them to the 


Israeli Government. 


In a feudal society, paper documents were 


difficult for the Palestinian peasant land-owners 





produce. 






The cumulative effect of these laws and regulations has been to 
expropriate about 70 per cent of the land belonging to the Arab 
minority. 


The 

the 


racial bias of Israeli legislation is seen at its crudest in 
Discharged Soldiers (Reinstatment in Employment) (Amd No 4) 
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8.4 


Law passed in 1970. 


The law was in response to alarm amongst 


the Zionists that granted cash subsidies to families with 
numerous children but was, in reality, benefiting the Arab 


families more than the Jews. 


Arab families tend to be 



Jewish families smaller. The solution, it. was decided, was to 
provide this benefit only to families of soldiers or ex-soldiers 
who had served in the Israeli forces. Since Israeli Arabs in 
genera' are barred from serving in the Israeli forces (the Qruze 


being the exception), the law skilfully withdrew aid to the poor 
Arab families, while maintaining it for the Jews. 



The Israeli MP Uri Avnery declared in the Parliament: r 

intention is to encourage births among one part of the population 
of Israel, and to effect the oppos te among the other part: to 
pay cash grants to the children of one part of the population, 
and to withhold them from the hungry children of another part. 
00.1 per cent of Arabs and 99.9 per cent of the Jews will receive 


the grants. 


Therefore, this is not a racialist law 


We shall 


hear of this law for many years to come, just as we hear about 
certain ,aws in certain other countries 1 . 


With respect to Israel ! s parliamentary system, this too is found 


t o be h jgh1y limited 


The 


stence of two Communist 



in Israel does not prove that Israel is democratic. 


It is 


legal to form a non or anti-Zionist political party and fi 
the parliamentary elections. 



Both 








existence of a Jewish (i.e. Zionist) State 


When the A1 Ard 


Party was formed to fight in the Israeli General Elections, on 


an anti-Zionist platform, it was ruled by an I 


Judge to be an illegal organ! 



ion. and its 



i ligh Court 
rs imprisoned 


The Israeli Trade Union organisation (the 1 
labour in the State of Israel today) also 
discrimination, colonisation and exploitation. 



employer of 
a history of racism, 
During the Mandate 


period it was in open conflict with Jewish (i.e. non-Zionist) 
enterprises employing Arab labour, and organised ’guard detachments 
to stop Arab workers reaching their work in Jewish orchards. 

T guards 1 and! 


1934 the British forces arrested some of 
them to prison, including Mr Pinhas 


ir, the 



Israeli 


Minister of Finance 



































































During the 1930* s it called on Jewish pupils in schools to leave 
their studies and take the place of Arab workers in Jewish 
enterprises. 


It denied Arab workers membership of the union until as late 
as 1959 - eleven years after Israel’s creation, while the 

Israeli Labour Party, the ruling party since 1948, rejected Arab 
membership until June 1973. 


Contrary to Israeli propaganda, Arabs did not and still do not 
always receive equal pay for equal work with fthe Jewish workers. 
Israel's Minister of Education, for example, admitted in the 
Knesset on 28th January, 1952 that a Jewish teacher, unmarried, 
was paid I£69 per month, while an Arab teacher with the same 
qualifications and more experience, received only I£41 per month. 
Israel's Public Works Department in 1952 paid an unskilled Arab 
worker I£1 per day, and a Jewish worker in the same grade doing 
the same work I£2.63. 


There are many more recent examples of different rates of pay 


and discrimination between Jewish and Arab workers. 


On August 


14th, 1973, the Israeli daily newspaper Ha* aretz reported: 
The (Arab) workers begin working at 4 am and finish at 9 or 


10 pm at night. 


They do all the work their employers tell the 




to do. 


The wages paid them for a 17 - 18 hour working day still 


fall short of the wages paid for an 8 hour day to a Jewish farm 
hand. 


Finally, Israel's Zionist society has created the dilemma and 


misery of the ’internal refugees'. 


Many Palestinian Arabs who 


have lived in Israel, most having Israeli citizenship, are 
denied the right to live in their home village or town, like the 
Christian Arab inhabitants of Barara and Ikrit. They are not 
permitted to return because Israel operates a crude system of 
religious apartheid, which includes the well-known self-styled 


1 socialist kibbutzim'. 
Arabs may not live 
there. 


On these Mecca's of Israeli social si 
although, of course, they are employed 



















































































THE ZIONIST ATTITUDE TO NAZI GERMANY 

Faris Glubb 


From its earliest days, Zionism has maintained an ambivalent 
attitude to the Western phenomenon known as "anti-Semitism". 

The founder of political Zionism, Theodor Herzl, based a major 
part of his campaign for a Jewish state on the premise that 
anti-Semites wanted the Jews out of Europe, and Zionists wanted 
the Jews in Palestine; thus they could co-operate on a basis 
of common interests. Herzl even approached the organiser of 
pogroms in Czarist Russia, Interior Minister Wenzel yon Plehve, 

to admit that he had no objections to 

, he would 
Plehve wrote 


who "was brutal enough 
getting rid of as many Jews as possible; 


become a ’sympathetic supporter 


in 

r of Zionism." 



oral and material assistance 


a letter pledging "i 
movement, which "became Herzl 1 s most cherished asset. 


to the Zionist 

tt 1 


When 


ann assumed 


movement, he followed the course charted by Herzl with much 
greater success, securing the Balfour Declaration. 


was one of the 


anti 


Lord Balfour 


in British history 


and in 1905 had led a vicious and slanderous campaign against th 
Jews, resulting in the Aliens Act "which forbade persecuted Jews 
access to British territory." 2 


1! 


anti-Semite" as a propaganda 


Although Zionists use the term 

smear against their opponents, they nevertheless accept the 

apart" that 
"Zionists 



ic 


allegation of anti-Semitism that Jews are "a race 


cannot coexist with Gentiles in the same society 









































2 


fundamentally accept the racial ideology 
but draw different conclusions. Instead of 
is the Jew tiiat is the pure or superior race 


the antiv-Symitf;^ 


■* ■ 


the Teuton, ic 

m3 


It was these factors that determined the relationship between 
the Zionist movement and Nazi Germany. Even before they came 
to power, the Nazis began to show that they shared common 
interests with the Zionists. Thus as early as 20 June 1932 
"three hundred Nazis marched through the streets of Breslau and 

Jewish passershy , shouting 'Let the Jews go to 





If 


According to an Israeli scholar, once |litler 
"it was precisely the Zionists, who showed 


attained power, 1 
themselves ready to * free Germany of its Jews'.. 


The only Jews 


with whom, in the final analysis, various organs of the Third 
Reich, and particularly the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and 
the Economy, were to establish real working relations were in 
effect the Zionists and the Palestinian Jews.” 5 


than 


to Palestine were given a special opportunity to remove their 
capital by the so-called Ha 1 avara agreement. This agreement 
was concluded by the German Reich and the Jewish Agency for 



If 


in August 1933 


It enabled Jewish capitalists 


emigrating from Germany to Palestine to export their capital in 
the form of German goods which ’’poured .nto Palestine and, after 
a while, the Ha’avara clearing agreement was supplemented by a 


an 


wrapping paper, 


machinery, etc 


Pales tinian oranges 
pumps, agricultural 


It seemed as though the economic relations between 


Nazi Germany and the Jewish community in Palestine were excellent.’ 
’he 18th Zionist Congress, in late August 1933, refused to 


» 6 


campaign 


German goods, and t 
Ea’avara agreement. 



undermined 


The Zionist Federation assured 



Nazis 


propaganda which calls for boycotting Germany, in the 


manner it is frequently conducted today, is by its very essence 
completely un-Zionist.” 7 In 1937, two years after the adoption 


of the vicious Nuremberg Laws, 


transfers 


annual 


Ironically, the privileges the Zionist movement enjoyed in Germany 
under Hitler actually increased with the Nuremberg Laws, although 
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* * 


persecution of the Jews became more sadistic. Thus ? ’the 
Zionist Organisation was authorized to open professional and 
agricultural training centres for candidates for emigration. 

The Ministry of the Interior authorized a delegation of German 
Zionists to participate in the 19th Zionist Congress.” The 
only Jewish youth movement allowed to wear a uniform was the 
Zionist one, because " it is established that the 1 State 
Zionists ' are precisely those whose organisation is trying by 
all means, even in illegal ways, to send its members to Palestine . 
Thus the Zionist policy of "aliya” or ”ingathering” received 
Hitler 1 s blessing. Nazi theoretician Alfred Rosenberg 
the merit of Zionism because it was opposed to the assimilation 
of Jews " and the Nuremberg Laws permitted the Zionists "to 
display the ’Jewish colours’ which were none other than the blue 
and white of the Zionist flag stamped with the star of David.” 8 


If 


r i 


he contamination of Nazism spread to some countries in Eastern 


Europe. 


”A community of about 3,500,000 Jews lived in Poland 


and nearly 800,000 Jews lived in Rumania 


Just like Berlin, 


Warsaw and Bucarest were interested in seeing the Jews leave 


their national territory 


So these two capitals were very 

bv the Zionists.”* The 


aim 


favourable to the arguments advanced by the Zionists, 

20th Zionist Congress in August 1937 agreed that Wei; 
go to Poland and Rumania to secure their active support for 
Zionist plans. 



T s annexation of Austria in 1938 meant that emigration of 
Austrian Jews also was encouraged, and Zionist-Nazi co-operation 


was therefore expanded. 


The Zionist movement sent two envoys, 


Pinhas (”Pino”> Ginsberg to Berlin and Moshe Bar-Gilad to Vienna, 


to negotiate additional agreements. 


Ginsberg 1 s negotiations 


were with the Gestapo Headquarers who told him that "he could 


start work at once. 


He could even pick young Jewish pioneers 


who had been sent to concentration camps 


He would not require 


to pass through the endless red tape of official channels, 
could set up special training camps for the selected mmigrants 
who would make the illegal run to Palestine through the British 
blockade... he had brought with him his long spoon; he was not 


worried that now he was about to sup with the devil.’ 


f 


In Vienna, 


the head of the Central Bureau for Jewish Emigration, Captain 


Adolf Eichmann 


f f 


received Bar-Gilad politely; he was also 


impressed by the forthright self-assurance and blunt speech of 


this unusual visitor. 


Bar-Gilad explained that he wanted 


permission to establish pioneer training camps to train 
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young people for work in Palestine and to arrange for their 


emigration as quickly as conditions permitted... 


His 


organisation was interested in young people who were prepared 


to become pioneers. 


Most of 



had no means. 


His 


organisation would bear the entire cost. 


He wanted no 


financial help from the Gestapo; all he asked was that his 


work should not be obstructed... 


Eicimann told him that 


he would help in the provision of farms and facilities to set 


up training centres for intending emigrants 


m # 


He supplied 


farms and farm equipment. 


On one occasion he expelled a group 


* 

of nuns from a convent to provide a training farm for young Jews 
By the end of 1938 about a thousand young Jews were undergoing 
training in these Nazi-provided camps.” 


This agreement made a vital contribution to reinforcing Zionism's 
manpower, training and consequent military effectiveness. It 
was an official though secret, relationship of co-operation 
based, from the German side, on a policy directive by Hitler 
himself that Jewish emigration "is to be directed primarily to 
Palestine." 


The Nazis were eager to help the Zionists achieve 


their aim of speeding up the flow of migration. 


"The beginning 


was slow but the grim night of Novembjjer 9th, 1938, during which 
the Nazis carried out their organised riot of arson and assault 
on German Jewry convinced the German Jewish leaders that 
emigration, by any means at their disposal, remained their only 


hope... 


Applications for emigration flooded the offices of 


Hechalutz, the Zionist pioneering movement, which was Pino's HQ.. 


"In March 1939, the first transport of 280 German Jews organised 
by Pino, whose destination was ostensibly Zionist training farms 


in Yugoslavia, left Berlin. 


The Nazi authorities provided a 


special train and Nazi officials accompanied the train as far as 
Vienna, where the group joined another and larger transport of 
Austrian Jews which was accompanied by Austrian Nazis. 


The 


Austrian part of the transport had been organised by Bar-Gilad, 
working in Vienna... 


"The train with the hundreds o: singing pioneers, with the bored 
Nazi guards leaning out of the windows, mus have been an incongruous 
sight as it rattled through the lazy countryside of southern Austria. 
The sailing went according to plan; several hundred young Jews 
landed secretly on the shores of Palestine." 10 









































and Nazis found the migration financially 


as well as politically useful. 


In the words of a distinguished 


ann 


solicit froi 
emigrants a 


communi 


one dollar, for instance, 


was sold for ten or twenty marks when its market value was 4.20 
marks." 11 


Co-operation between Zionists and Nazis on the basis of the 
agreements concluded by Ginsberg and Bar-Gilar operated smoothly 


until 1941. 


At that point, communications in cenral Europe 


became disrupted by the Second World War and the Nazis had to 
give their military needs on the Eastern Front priority in 
allocating transport; hence they were unable to provide any more 


special trains for the Zionists* 
for his barbarous "final solution' 


It was then that Hitler opted 
: the extermination of those 


Jews who could not be removed from Europe through emigration. 


expanded 


any 


By this time, the Nazi e 
of Eastern Europe, such 
Soviet Union, thereby bringing several million Jews under Hitler’s 


Poland and 


rule. 


One mportant 


the Zionist attitude to Hitler's treatment of these Jews: 


n 


Jews were, 
Zionism. 


up to the outbreak 
This is a fact of 




at majority of Eastern European 
f the Second World War, opposed to 
ich most Jews and non-Jews in the 


West are seldom aware. 


The Zionists in our part of the world 


were a significant minority, but they never succeeded in 
attracting a majority of their co-religionists. The most 
fanatical enemies of Zionism were precisely the workers, thos' 
who spoke Yiddish, those who considered themselves Jews-; they 
were the most determined opponents of the idea of an emigration 
from Eastern Europe to Palestine." 12 


important 


answer 


and rejected any struggle for eman 


"prescribed immigration 
Semitism, it criticised 
on, civil rights 


legislation, etc. 


found itself in one camp with those an 


cornu unit 


f Go to Palestine 1 


Typically, the initiative in the Jewish struggle against Nazis: 

e from the Zionist organisation, 
was the non-Zionist Jewish individuals and organisations who took 
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the initiative and lburden of that struggle on themselves. 
The fiercer that struggle became, the further apart did the 
Zionist organisation stand from the rest of Jewry.” 13 


Probably the best known episode of Jewish resistance to Nazism 
was the heroic Warsaw Ghetto uprising launched on 18 April 1943 . 
According to one Jewish witness who died in the ghetto, ,T our 
leaders abandoned us in time of danger. They scattered in all 
directions like mice, and so we are left neither a nation nor 


a community, but rather a herd.” 


14 


Although a minority in 


Poland's Jewish population, the Zionists were the only Jewish 
organisation with the International contacts that could have 
helped the gallant ghetto fighters, supplying them with arms and 


drawing world attention to their plight. 


However, while some 


individual local Zionists with minor positions joined the 
resistance (being besieged within the ghetto they had little 
choice), Zionism as a movement did nothing to help the Jews of 
Warsaw, whose bravery was at variance with official Zionist 


policy of collaboration with Nazism. 


The ghetto fighters 


obtained some arms and provisions smuggled into them by Polish 
resistance groups like the Polish Workers' Party and the Arma 
Ludowa, but nothing from the Zionist movement. 15 In fact 
Zionism did little for the Jews of Poland, the majority of whom 
opposed Zionism, even in earlier days when the Nazis were granting 
the Zionists certificates for emigration to Palestine. "In the 
matter of certificates, which are the aspiration of every Jew 
in Poland, even the anti-Zionists, oppressed and tortured Poland 


has received only 25. 


It is a heart-rending joke. 


Obviously 


those who had made a living out of Zionism all their lives were 
the first to get them." 16 


Hungary's 800,000-strong Jewish community fared no better 


ft 


The 


great bulk of Hungary's Jews were without organisation. 



They 


belonged neither to Zionism nor the Jewish Agency. 


They belonged 


only to Hungary, 




homes, streets, workshops, sports fields, 

Who could speak for these assimilated Jews, these Jews 
without chairmen?... The organised Jews took over the entire 
rescue work for the whole 800,000 doomed." 17 The organised Jews 
were the Zionists, who set up the Jewish Agency Rescue Committee 
in Budapest headed by Dr Rudolf Kastner who, like Ginsberg and 
Rar-Gilad, was officially recognised as a negotiator by the Nazis. 


The truth about the activities of this so-called 'Rescue Committee" 
did not begin to come out until an Israeli writer named *Mai chiel 

































Greenwald publicxy denounced Kastner as a collaborator with 
Nazism, maintaining that lf Kastner* s deeds in Budapest cost us 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of Jews*" 18 Greenwald was 


sued for libel not by Kastner biit by the Israeli Government 


whose leaders had been Kastner T s superiors and had drawn up 


the policy he implemented. 


The trial did not go well for the Israeli Government. 


Greenwald 


was cleared of the charge of libel, indicating that there was a 
firm basis for his accusation that Kastner T s Rescue 
had collaborated with the Nazis and helped them to exterminate 



Hung 



xn 



for being allowed to 


save more than 600 prominent Zionists and take them to Palestine 
According to the Judge in the Kastner trial, Benjamin Halevi: 
"The Jews of the ghettos would not have trusted the Nazi or 


Hungarian rulers. 


But they had trust in their Jewish 



Eichmann and others used this known fact as part of their 


calculated plan to mislead the Jews. 


They were able to deport 


the Jews to their extermination by the help of Jewish leaders 


• • 


Those of the Jews 



tried to warn their friends of the truth 


were persecuted by the Jewish leaders in charge of the local 


T rescue work T . The trust of the Jews in the misleading information 
and their lack of knowledge that their wives, children and themselves 
were about to be deported to the gas chambers of Auschwitz led the 


victims to remain quiescent in their ghettos... 


The Nazis’ 


patronage of Kastner, and their agreement to let him save 600 
prominent Jews, were part of the plan to extermin 




the Jews... 

The opportunity of rescuing prominent people appealed to him 
greatly. He considered the rescue of the most important Jews 
a great personal success and a success for Zionis 
sacrifice of the vital interests of the majority o the Jews, in 
order to rescue the prominents, was the basic element in the 
agreement between Kastner and the Nazis, 
the division of the nation into two 




This agreement fi 
camps, a small fragment 


of prominents, whom the Nazis promised Kastner to save, 
hand, and the great majority of Hungarian 
designated for death, on the other 



hand 



imperative condition 


camp 



will not interfere in the action of 





camp and will not hamper tr 
fulfilled that condition... 


the other 
Kastner 


Collaboration between the (Zionist) 




Committee and the extermin 


was solidified in Budapest and Vienna. Kastner’s duties were 
part and parcel of the SS. 


In addition to its 



ination 


Department and Looting Department, 
Department headed by Kastner.” 19 


the Nazi SS opened a Res 
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The Kastner trial also revealed, for the first time, details 
of the "blood for trucks" scandal, in which Eichmann offered 


Hungarian Jewish community 


lorries and other 


odities. 


came 


Zionist leadership, including Israel’s first President, Chaim 
Weizmann, had prevented this deal for saving lives from going 
through and sabotaged the mission of the Jewish go-between in 
the deal, Joel Brand. 20 


Greenwald’s lawyer Shmuel Tamir (who as a member of the Herut 
party was hoping to topple the government of the Mapai party to 
which Kastner belonged) next sought to bring Kastner to trial 


for collaboration with Nazism. 


For this, Tamir collected "a 


suitcase full of new evidence aga.nst Dr Kastner, and God knew 


whom else." 


Before this second trial could be held, however, 


Kastner was assassinated by Zeev Eckstein, formerly "a paid 
undercover agent of the Israeli government’s Intelligence Service", 
thereby putting an end to the danger that his appearance in court 
might reveal more embarrassing details, 21 


At the same time that Kastner was carrying through his dealt ^ 
with the Nazis, the famous Slovakian Jewish resistance leader 
Rabbi Weissmandel wrote to the Zionist leadership: "We send 
you this special message to inform you that yesterday the Germans 


The deported ones 

This is 


began the deportation of Jews from Hungary... 
go to Auschwitz to be put to death by cyanide gas..* 
the schedule of Auschwitz, from yesterday to the end: 12,000 

Jews - men, women and children, old men, infants, healthy and 
sick! ones - 


are to be suffocated daily.*. 


And you, our brothers 


in Palestine, in all the countries of freedom, and you, ministers 


of all the kingdo 


how do you keep silent in the face of this 


urd er? 


Silent while thousands on thousands, reaching now 


to six million Jews, were murdered 


And silent now while tens 


of thousands are still being murdered and waiting to be murdered? 
Their destroyed hearts cry to you for help as they bewail your 
cruelty. Brutal you are and murderers too you are, because of 
the cold-bloodedness of the silence in which you watch, 
you sit with folded arms and you do nothing, though you could 
stop or delay the murder of Jews at this very hour. You, our 



brothers, sons of Israel, are you insane? 


Don’t you know the hell 


around us? 
Madmen. 


For whom are you saving your money? 


Who is it that gives charity? 


Murderers. 


You who toss a few 


pennies from your safe homes? 
depths of hell?" 22 


Or we who give our blood in the 
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Kastner 1 s decision to collaborate with the Nazi extermination 
of the masses of Hungarian Jews in order to save prominent 
Zionists was not an Individual aberration but reflected official 
Zionist policy. Executive Vice-Chairman of the United Jewish 
Appeal, Henry Montor expressed it thus: Selectivity ' is an 

inescapable factor in dealing with the problem of immigration 
to Palestine . By 9 selectivity ' is meant the choice of young 
men and women who are trained in Europe for productive purposes 


either in agriculture or industry and who are in other ways 






which involves difficulties and 


hardships for which they must be prepared physically and 


psychologically .. 


There could be no more deadly ammunition 


provided to the enemies of Zionis 


whether they be in the 


ranks of the British Government or the Arabs, or even in the 
ranks of the Jewish people. If Palestine were to be flooded 
with very old people or with undesirables who would make impossible 


the conditions of life 
creating such economic 
of immigration, ’■ 2 3 


in Palestine and destroy the prospect of 
circumstances as would ensure a continuity 


important 
work: th 


ned another 
ovement ? s fT res 


ft 


alternative 



other than Palestine, for fear this would undermine the very 


ast divert Jewish resources 
begun driving Jews out of 


purpose of ZionisnTs existence, or at 1 
to non-Zionist ends. After Hitler had 
Germany and Austria, Ben Gurion wrote: 
refugee problem demand ah immediate f 
Palestine will not absorb them another territory will . 


The dimensions of the 



is 



All other territorial 


will demand enormous sums of money . 




Zionism 






If Jews will have to choose 


between the refugees, saving Jews from concentration camps, and 
assisting a national museum in Palestine, mercy will have the 
upper hand and the whole energy of the people will be channelled 
into saving Jews from various countries . Zionism will be struct 

off the agenda ." 2 4 


"Zionist leaders e 



indifference and even hostility towards 


the emigration of Jews from countries of danger to any place other 


than Palestine. 


Zionism clearly 



that it was not interested 


in saving Jews per se but only in saving them by immigration to 
Palestine... The intervention of the Zionist movement in the 
question of the possibility of Jews emigrating to America is a 
classic example of the cynicism 


of the ’cruel Zionism’. 


At the 


hundreds of thousands of European 































































could still lave escaped the Nazis by emigrating to other 


countries. 


• * 


It is beyond all doubt that representatives 


of the Zionist movement in the US tried to sabotage the plan 
to save Jewish refugees by bringing them to the US or to any 
place other than Palestine." 25 


The results of Zionist co-operation with Nazism were disastrous 
for the masses of European Jews. "Wherever Jews lived, there 

were recognised Jewish leaders and this leadership, almost 
without exception, co-operated with the Nazis . The whole 

truth was that if the Jewish people had really been unorganised 
and leaderless, there would have been chaos and plenty of 
misery, but the total number of victims would hardly have been 
between four and a half and six million people." 26 


The full story of the role of Zionism during the Hitler period 
is still not widely known, not only in the world at large, but 
also among Jewish communities. 


The effectiveness with which 


it has been suppressed, and the myth that the Zionists are the 
defenders of Jewry has been circulated, is an indication of how 
successful the Zionist movement has been in the art of propaganda 
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If the facts and conclusions presented in this pamphlet 
motivate you to support the liberation struggle of the 
Palestinian people, then why not join BAZO (British 
Anti-Zionist Organisation - Palestine Solidarity). 

We are an anti-Zionist, pro-PLO solidarity organisation 
which campaigns nationally. We oppose all racialism, 

particularly anti-semitism, and imperialism. 

: or further information, contact: 

G Mitchell, 90John Street, Glasgow G1 

From BAZO-PS read ‘Against Zionism’, a magazine of 
pro-Palestine news published six times each year. 
Send £ 1.80 to BAZO-PS (at above address) for a one- 

year subscription. 



Published by the British Anti-Zionist Organisation - Palestine Solidarity (BAZO-PS) 1981 
























































































